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Welcome to the 
September 2019 LDWA 
Chair’s Newsletter. 

Earlier this month I met 
Julie Cribb (local groups’ 
rep) and Madeleine 
Watson (secretary) in 
Bristol. Much sub-
committee work was 
completed including work 
on the ideas previously 
provided by members that 
might be used to celebrate 
the LDWA’s 50th 
anniversary in 2022. 
‘Project 50’ is now being 
planned and Julie will be 
taking many of the ideas 
developed to date to both 
the local groups’ reps 
weekend that takes place 
at Sherwood Youth Hostel 
during the weekend of 15-
17 November ‘19 and the 
AGM that takes place in 
Easingwold during the 
weekend of 13-15 March 
’20. There are some really 
exciting ideas and we now 
want to reduce the list 
further with your help so 
that we can celebrate 
2022 collectively. Whilst 
still three years’ away, we 
know that there is a lot to 
do to prepare the ground 
properly. Julie will also be 
seeking help with Project 
50 so if you want to be 
involved please email her. 

There will be no Chair’s 
newsletter in October due 
to commitments I have for 
the majority of the month. 

Happy ‘Long Distance’ 
Walking! 
David Morgan 
chair@ldwa.org.uk 
 

IT Long Term Funding Plan 
 
You might be concerned about the  
information that the NEC has  
outlined in relation to the need to  
build a long term fund to ensure  
that our IT needs can be paid for in  
the future. We really cannot put our  
heads in the sand on this issue and  
the NEC will not shy away from  the  
challenge ahead. We need to ensure that we build a fund so that a future NEC 
can purchase IT expertise when the time comes to both review and 
implement a new website and electronic processing system. Interestingly, a 
similar organisation to the LDWA has recently gone through what we will 
need to do in the next 3-5 years and their bill was very similar (slightly higher 
actually) to the figure that the NEC has outlined in the August Strider 
magazine. 
On the 5th October the NEC will host a workshop in the Ashwell Room, 
Rutland Hall in Nottingham University from 2pm – 4pm in order to explore 
ideas that can be used to raise the necessary funds via income streams as 
well as identifying significant cost savings over a 3 – 5 year period. 
Whilst the NEC already has some ideas on how the money can be raised, we 
know that members are key to the success or otherwise of the fund raising. 
We also know that members will produce great ideas that can complement 
the list that we currently have. 

If you think you can help, please do come to the workshop in Nottingham on 
the 5th October. It would be really beneficial if you could let us know that 
you’re planning on coming by emailing Madeleine Watson. 
Once we have a set of ideas that we intend to work to, the NEC will seek to 
persuade members and in particular the local groups to get involved and 
assist with raising the funds required. All of us in the LDWA will benefit in the 
long term and therefore the whole association will need to come together to 
meet this challenge. 

                                          GPS Tracking: The 100 
                                                 In 2016, the LDWA considered the prospect of  
                                                      introducing GPS trackers to the annual 100. The 
                                                      trackers would enable Walk HQ to know exactly                 
                                                      where entrants are on the route at any given time and               
                                                      would certainly complement PACER thus providing 
walk organisers with an extra layer of information. There are lots of other benefits 
too, including publicity for the LDWA as seen on some of the large ultra-events such 
as the Spine Race that sees tens of thousands of people watching the efforts of the 
entrants. In 2016 the cost was prohibitive but in 2019 the cost has reduced 
significantly and is now viable. Earlier this month I asked for members’ views via the 
Facebook page and the LDWA forum. There was a big response on the Facebook page 
in particular and the overwhelming majority supported the idea with some caveats 
on the protection of personal information. Consequently, the NEC will seek to ‘trial’ 
the process on Y 100 Sir Fynwy with 30 units used by volunteers. We’ll review 
whether the process was a success or otherwise and share that information with 
future 100 organisers. 
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