LONG DISTANCE WALKFRS ASSOCTATION -Surrev Group

"WINTER TANNERS WALK'" Sunday 11 Jan.l1976

Az those who read the pre event information know,the

"Winter Tanners" was to be a preview of the seventeenth Tamners Marathon
route. Whereas the "summer Tanners" is held in July when the davlight

is at a wmaximum and the ground firm and dry this new walk was expectaed
to provide some testing conditions for even the strongest of walkers but
as it happened conditions were only a little inferior to those of the
mid year. Indeed,so mild was the weather that many of us were still
sweating even in shirt sleeve order,right until after dark, The tiumes _
reaorded by walkers= who cuﬂpleten the full thirty miles were considerably,

gshorter than anticipated and such was the general progress that tha itwo
refreshment stops had to he woved down roule and opened up early.

The empected attendance was in the order of 25 to 3D and
so when over sixty(62 counted) appeared at dawn at Leatherhead the
proceedings were not guite as orderly - as they might have been. My
apologies to those who did not get a copy of the route sketeh map (had
you written in you would have done) and to anvone not recorded inm the
finishing list. Although we have had a thousand walkers at the Tanners
Marathon in July T am still amazed that so many were enthusizastic
enough to tramp around the Surrey couniryside over a thirty miles route
in Winter,and T must thanlk those who cawms Ifrom outside the county to
suppart this new venture.

As was inevitable with such & sizeable party we soon
split into groups according to pace and it was not lony before the
leading walkexrs(?) were several miles ahead of the back markers.
Although I was supposcd to be leading the walk I seemed to e near the
rear,of the what T came to call the main, partv,for much of the time. It
was interesting to see how the planned route was interpreted. When the
pathfinders cccocasionally went adrift it was a case of "the last shall be
first and the first shall be last!", At one point the leaders apparantly
found & new: route to reach Honeysuckle Hottom. After an unproductive
cortie into a small wood near Albury Heath we discovered the true way
and headed across Rlackheath to reach the soup stop at Farlev Heath.
Here we learnt that about FilTteesn walkers had already passed tlhoough
with about an egual number behind,although it was reported that four of
these had retired near Shere. After a twenty minutes stop we left the
11i% miles point just :after our planned arrival time there.

The next section consisted of several undulating traclks
through wooded areas with sSeldom the sight of a lhiouse. The notoricus
long straight path from Wickets Well seemed shorter and easier as we
strode along at the continued good pace and it wasn't long before the
sight of Leith Hill greeted us ahead. At Upfolds Farom we paused awhile
at the Croydon R.A. support point and then beogan the long ascent of
Surreys highest hill{265')}. From the summit with barely a cursory glance
at the tower we quickly pressed on down through Broadmoor hamlet and
just before three oteclock we checked in at the tea stop near Wotton Hatch.

By now sdre Ie=st and tired limbe were trounbling a Lfew
but with just the climb to Rahmore Common and the gentle descent to
Leatherhead the end was withing striking distance. Somehow the cliub
seemed shorter as the light began to fade. MNear Tanners Hatch from
which the walk derives its name we met a few people leaving the vouth
hostel after taking part in an orienteering event and at the hosiel the
old man of the woods met us. By now even the main party had gplit inte
many snall groups as we continued on through the darkness,. Finally at
Leatherhead (at 5.27) we met & few ol the recent finishers,most of whom
were noted for the record. Many of those who tobk part said how much they
haid enjoyed the walk,especially as there is a2 lack of similar walks at
this time of year,and so the Winter Tanners may well become an annual.

Alan Rlatchford
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Those who walked and supported.

. On behalf of the walkers I .thank the following for helplng

with the arrangementﬁ
Soup Stop at Farlev Heath: Barbara Rlatchford,fan and Erica,

Merle Marsden. |
Tea Stop a2t Wotton : Margaret Steer,Judith and Jane, ;

Merle Marsden !
Hecording names and ceollecting subs.: Merle Marsden.

also members of Dorking R.A. who offered drinks to
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the party at various points en route.

LEST OF THOSE Wh0O COMPLETED THE ROUTE{ 30 miles)

Ag wentioned in the report there were rather more people
walking than expected and consequently it was not possible to be 1007
fccurate with the finishing list. However the list below includes all
thosa recorded at the inish plus a fow ﬂt['rr-r,-_. who later condiromed
their ceompletion of thes marathon.

MIKE POWELL DAVIES Withawr 7.06 THSHA CLARTDGE Dorking 8.55

FR TAN GRAVES Milton Kn.7.06 D.,R. CHALLEMIER . Ewell 4.55
JOHMN SCRIVENER Aldershot 7.06 T.5. RALM Hampton H.55
ALAN HOARE Coventry 7.20 BILL RADCLIFFE Teddington 8.55
JOI HARRISON Chasham T« 20 JEFF ELLIMNGHAM Milfard E,55 !
JOIM GRAY Boolkhan T 20 o CODPER Maidanhead B.55 !
BRIAN ELLIS Portsmth 7.30 CHRIS STEER Chobham H,.50 |
JOHN  ANMNETT Croydon 7.30 DAVE PAGE . Erith - 8.55 i
FIIANH THRMAS Chelmsfrd 7.30 KEITH FPEEL Wembley 0.05 -
MARTYMN GREAVES Fulhoro. T30 VAILERTIE FEEL Wembley Q.05 |
KEITI WILKINGON  Coulsdon 7.45 GECFT DUMPER Eromley 0.10 |
COLTY MORSE Coulsdon 7.45 DAVID YOUNG Coulsdan .10 |
ANDREW [FOSTER Walingham E,00 FRANCYS THOMASON Tottenham 0.10
KEITH ARNOLD Alderchot B8.01 JOEM  MUINDAY Wallington 9.12 :
LOUTISE DATES Aldershot 8.16 JOIBY FROST Statwell g.12
B.J.RICELE Woodley .55 KEITH CHESTERTCN Guildford ©.15
THOHAS BARDING( sen)Pinner 8.55 ALAN BLATCHFORD Guildford 0.15
THOMAS HARDING(.Jun}Pinner B.55 DAVID LICAS Streatham 9.15
MAKIE CLAREKE Epson D55 IAT Mo LEOD Feotcham .15 ;
JOITY LA TNG Luteon 8.55 BOB POTTER Farehamn 10.00 |
ROSALIND TADL Elstree G.55 EEITH SMALL Southsea 10.00 :
TOM  ANDERSON  Ashford 8.55 JOHN WESTCOIT Chobham 10.25
JIM GILLARD Tvrear .55 JOHY PROBERT Cartad 10.25

known retired:Jenny Tewple(Dorking },Lionel Hardman(Sanderstead).

whertabouts not knovm:K.Davis(Crovden), Eisqib.Lnnatance{ﬂuulsdﬂnj,

Nigel Swift{S.Croydon).H.Freeston|Purlasy),5.Boti(Pimer),5.Neal(Farn=-
combe ) ,R Joore{War lingham ), Jonathan annsfﬁ;FI&ydaﬂ},T LGerrish(London),
Ku.Hewitt{Northolt),Mike Burton(ifpper Norwood),John Creasey(W.Wimbledon).

Total accountsd for:60. Hunber coanted by K.Chesterton en route:62.

Lost: wristwaich at soup stop(?7). Owner Mike Powell Davies

OTHER EVENTS TN THIS AREA March 21:5EVENQAKS CIRCULAR 30M
March 27:Tanners to Hindhead 27

April 11 ACADCMIC KANTER 12M & 22 M, June & PUNCHBOWL MARATHON 30M

July 4 TANNERS MARATINRIS 10M,30M, E: S0l

plus many other wallks nrganised by Surrey Group of LDUWA,

Alan Blatchford,l] Thorn Bank,0nslow Village ,GUILDFORD ,Surrey (G.860085)




