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WINTER TANNEES - 13th January 2002 - RESULTS

Entries: 330 Blartars: 293 Finishers: E07
Organizer: John Weslookbt Certificate Arlwnrk: Tany Youngs
AToTE: Dawve Graen and Tave Challenger.

Checkpoint @ Dave Challenger, Pat Challenger and Dave Green
! Checkpoint 2@ Reg Chopmon, Hen Styan and Cynthia Molend.
Checkpoint 3; Ssrah (The Tanpets Hatoh Y Waoden, Olive Barnzley,
| Ray Barnsley and Ray Jolly.
l Fiplah! Do Gorses. I

I never gquitse gqob Lo the bottom of whal mativated Alan Blatchiosrd to start the
Wintar Temnercs. He once fold me e d2eided to inwite "o Tfaw" frionds along to
the first walk oput of the propeosed 1976 Tanners Marathon rcoute. This would
commibt him o doing it rabher Tthan allowing an wurgent aspect ol ome ol his
pther many 'leisure’ activities la ta take precident. ©On the other hand he
alse told me he was surprised how popular tne Tanners Marsbbon had become and
mow  "easy” oso mony wers Clodipg it ©o walk s cross codnteoy 30 miles and
intimated he woulid "sact the men Trom Llee boys" (wamen froem the girls dosz nol
gopm quite apropriate] by walking the zome 30 miles in Dough wintero condltlonz.
Whatewsr the real reason, on the ik Januwacy 1876, & =mall crowd formed
putside the Loatherbead football club [proDably greater Lhan Lhe crown inside
s Satucday afberooon) aWwalting o Teader who was late eoough Co glve rize 0o
douphbit s among those assemcblaed whether thay had gob Lhe cight dabe. When Alan
arrived he told us his wehicle hard broken down, He produced a map, possibly Lhe
D5 1" 170 as the new 1150000 series (pre Landranget) was 51111 nobt widely helog
el o The would be walkoers momentarily deserled thele stactiog blocks, & af
them holding The map .gc_[ainr_;l a nearby notice Domed whila The olfhees gatherced
rotanl el Alap wawved his lands ower il Lo bmllcate whare the route of the walk
was to ga. There wWas a sketch map with a few notes available but as the number
who Lurned up far excesded ecxpectations they wers hard Lo come If. I was ane
ot those whp missed out and had Lo rely on keeping with the lepder @s my oiesns
af npavigation, a task madfs =asier by his slopping every now and aga:in Eo
cansult the map- Although T kapl wp WLTh the main nack lor masl ol The wWay 1
hatl to give them hest towards the end and left To my own my own novigetion I
arrived pack ab Leatherhead with Joho Probert owvar an hour later than Alan by =
Adifforemt Coute., W sbill got our cerlilficate Though and we were included in
tlee resultz, This goesz down in bistory az the first Winter Tanowers.

From the popelarity of Ethe pllot it chvicusly bDecame Ao oacoual "loformal” walk,
Fhe: 1978 feport manl ions a routs descolpllon but Thisz wis writoen from  mema Uy
annd the map- 1 =seam to remagber this was Llie ooe wWhich covered The Eection
[oam Wotton Halech to the finish {(a distance of aboal 0 o milex) "tTollow Tannets
roulr back to Lealborhead", T hawie & capy of the (979 roule description which
is contained an 1 side of Aan A4 and is o real work ot art in the cilrcumstancns
put you wowld need thu: wap to be ahle: bta fallow it. 1
made The toule that wyear 3% miles rother [han Phe advertized 30 think
VoL EelT Tucky Chose who sareasbically put 0 plus as the Intaended distancse: on
my 2002 entry form.  With the number talking part and heing pa:t ol Che Surrey
Group programme, the Wionter Tanmers had Lo be acceptad as an avent in ity own
vignt with a surveyed toule dezcription awsilable for it. Thiz is where | camn
in. Alan told me where bhe weoted the [9B0 roube To go and I arranged for the
route doscription ta be prepared. 1% seems Alan had to admit he had not o soubed
the men from the boys [(nat on this gne anyway| Tar the 1980 report includes

woiadlad menl ion Ekat I



"Years ago it was considered something of a fezb Lo complete the {July) Tanners
Marathon wWithin 7 hours but now we have ‘walkers' beating this Lise by a
conzidarable maegin” . ARilan never knew Hilary Welhkoer.

5adly just B monbhs alter the 1Y9HD wWinter Tanmers, Alan died at the age of 44.
Ter Tadd already given me the rowie (or 191 50 1 developed 1t ond T nelurally
F211 o was T punshed] into the tole of orgaolser. After the zZlair ol my
aradosesser oy efiart hecame Tabther ol oo I eid not have Llans mamory
iz apbitude tor azsessing whal was guing oo so0 1 bad to have a more formal
apnraach o The avent. Entry forms loco instance. 1 have tried to keep [hae
bagic spirit of Fhe evant going andé that is why, in splte of 1Ts popularity |
BMave nover Tried to "improwve” Lhe laci LIt les. Far many years 1, liks Alan,
took paer but oaz 1 slowed down T Fowund It docreazingly difficult orgenise in
punjunction with going tound Lhe coute. Barbara Blatchiord acted on behall af
“he Tanner:s Maralbhan Association to Lell me whoere the colfte was To go for the
1982 to 1%Y events. From 1991 oowacds, pot only am | to Blame For Lhee faute
descripl ian Lot also wherts the rtoubs goos. In devisiog Che routes sach year 1
have tried to oonliomm: Ehe policy meking sach roubs Aifforeol. Thi= “iE
difficult bearing in mind Che copstraints of havipg Lhe same weoue and That
Tanners Halch Youth Hastel i=s te be Lhe lasl checkpoint.  Obviously the some
naths are used time and again bubt by wsing Jdifferent combinaticns, walking the
paths in reversze ond nal wusiog the same "distaont” area in I conseculive yoacrs
it gives a foir elemecol of The varlety 1 s=2ek, I maoke it o point o e 1
Faglpath on oaach rogte that, as (a1 A= I am aware, has never been used an &
Tanners Marathon befare, My Enaowledge only goes back Lo 1975 whereas the
Tanrnerz has been going sinee 1960 =20 1 cannot always be sure,.  The coulte Trom
Tanmers YH to the tipnish tends Lo hae T same each year but I ‘feel ragular
pacrticipants welcome thoe Caeiliacity of the rToute ot o time when Thelc
anthusmianm Lo the whole Thimg 15 beginming Looweoe.

A= the WwWinter Tanners sbarted as an annouzal svent in 1970, the 250 shoadld
normally bove beon In The year 2000 but there have been 2 years when i€ did not
taks place. Follpwing Che atorms of October 1987 many of Lhe paths were
blocked by brams. Darbara, not koowing which paths would Le paszsable in July
1988, could mot t211 mer in January where the route oif the Tommars Marathon
wiaalil o Tor bhat year. o we had & "Hal The Wintooe Tanmners™ lnstead which as
the route tended o koop in the Mole walley instead of taking to Lhe hills
turned aul Lo Ta: one of the muddisest ever.  As Che "Hol the Winber Taonercs" is
ipcluded in wmy  completion stats thiz is  inconsistanl with (he special
e lebraltion but it the woerld can o mad celabratiog & Y499 year millenium, 1§
can have a 6 avenl Silwoer Jublles to maks up for it.  The ather yaesr misslng
i 1990, AT The time it was comsidersd Che Survey Group had too many events 5o
it owass qleecided To hawve the Winter Tarneumrs:s and Punchbhowl Harcathon FJ.J.t-E:L'l‘.latE'l‘:'
every 2 years., & zkorm of protast restored both events to their annual slalus.

In 2000 1 introduced the opbion to short cut the 30 mile toute to reduca il Fo
app 2 The roason Was malnly ftor would be rolicomenis Coom The 30 ta salvage
gsomething from the owvenl and also for tha familias of J0 mile polrqants bhe able
ror ocomer 2long and =till bake parlk even though the 23U was toz muach, lp proclice
The 20 has mainly boecome an alternative event which has boosied The decliolog

embTies. Ok side sffect is Lhal T hawe losT some of my helpers who now taka
Park.

Qo -——
well whal ol the Z25%th wWinter Tonners - the Bilwver Jubiles. I wanted to make
Lhe coibe & good one so T wesl back To basice and included the 3 Gresnzand
hiils, Leith, Holmbury and Pltch where you goel Lhase spectacaler vilews acooss
The Weald with the South Downs in the background., [ had not used Lhe 3 Bills

together for some Lime so0 for me there wos an element ol npstalgis about D1
Sonnir comcented oo the sSimilarily with The Burrey Summits and The Founders
Chalilenge but the area was Tanners country long before Lhose J evenls were oven
thought al.
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The oobry exceaded the 300 mark fer only the Znd time in the hisztoery of the
event but I must adsmit it is nel fair Lo compure because, although 2002 i=s the
record, the previgus record in 1986 had only the 30 mile aptign.

There were 205 who turned wup at Leatherhead most of whom weee milling abowl Che
car patk in the gloom when I got there. Then the first ones wore away just
after 7 to shortly be confronted with daylight revealing an overcast day. T
did stacrt To drizele during the stark registration but it proved just encugh to
get the paperwork damp {(in spite of our pubting il in the boot of my carl
before it =sub=ided and hawving shown what it cowld o, the rain left us alone
Tor the rest of the day.  Thae danpness poarsisbad howsver in that 1t waes wery
mizty on the bhigh ground which spoiled thoze lovely vicws T bad arranged. On
the: whole thowugh we were lucky with the weather.

The idea cf "getting way from 1T all” was warced by hoving to compete [(im cne
case I understand literally) with motor cyclez and WD wehicles along Wolwverns
Lgoue: . Ta make it worse the moter cyclists chose a= theilr meaeting plece the
same Location as T had chosan Tor checkpoint 1 much to the disgu=st ot the
marshals there who were blasted with the noise of reving engines.

The comments oo The route descripfion wore gonerally Eavourable, Any minor
critism zeemed ta be directed at doubt which subseguently turned ocut to be O.H.

rather than actual dilfficulty. Howawvar, comparing some of the ftimes betwaen
checkpoint 2 and chekpoint 3 there seems to bhave been some difficulty here.
Ther Volunlear was on this section and | can eonly assumse this iz whers the
difficulty occurred but I have loocked al Lhe description again and cannot
tadlerstand The interprelation that you had te go through the front door of the
Volunteer. Among those wha perhaps lost Chelr way at this point were 2 lads

who ware probably toying to keep up the reputation of the Sussex Group.

Tharse were 287 in all who completed their chosen diztance. 166 oo Lhe 30, 14
Thwe 27 armel 105 Che 21, TL was nice Lo =ee among them erstwhile friends who
vzed To cequlacly be in Choe Winteo Teonees line up [(thowgh they had not done s=so
ior scme time) come back fo take part this yoear. Mmong Lhesze were our Surrey
Eroup ex pats Barbara Bletohfaod end Dan Medlicld - having both been involwved
wilh the Winter Tonnerts organisation when they were active membarsz of the graup
before they took up & new life in Cumbria and GWent respectivaly.  Alsc T owes
pleased Tao Sec Erica wilh her husband taking part in this celebration of the
event hoer ded sloarted. T think she had just about leszned to walk when the
Tirat WinfToer Tanmnecs Cook place Dul $he sCil1 managed to get her pame on the
repoet in the acknoWw]cdgoemant of ]'||‘='I'|'.a-r_:|:'5.

fmo uswal Lhe marshals oo Lhe chockpoinls did sterling service. I hawve had many
-El._'El_'DIEEiEI.tl‘.FE comments Irom those taking part of thelirs servicos sand T would liko
to add my thanks for your help. My opologies to the 2 Daves and Pat tor the
motor Bikeas.

I ipclude a table showing sl thase who kave complebaad 10 or mora Winlar
Tanners. When I sent this table [{less the 2002 resulis) to those iowelwved in
Ootober It prompted ane person to wrlte €o me and I guole Lroom Che Lelber
T eee e wns Nl surprisodl o discovoer anobioer ovend in which =& certain Mo
Greavie:s has = DO r_'.|:|:|'nF.|'11=1.I_'i|:_1r|l'| T umddeprsland Lhere are guite a faw events on
which Martyn has a 100% record including the Surrey Broup'sz Surey Summite which
alsa celebrates ibs A3Lh ewvenl [bhis year., He bas alse compleied a number of
Tanners Marathons alThough bhe does oot appear in the 20 o0 mare Table 1ist faor
Lhal epvenl and the person who bas been cound Thoe Tanners roube most, summes wod
winter i= John Harrison . ‘Those who appear in both tables are:-

John errigon 26 + A5 =

John Gray 22 + 33 = 37

Muaurk Pickard 23 + 25 = 4@

Keith Wilkinsan 19 + 36 = 25

David Young tops The Tanners Marathon table having completed 38 of fthe 41
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events and h= has
coould not makse it

aluyn complieted & Winter Tanpers
due to a last minube commitment.

and entersd thisz year ot o
John Gray is now finding

the Winter Tanners mud difficull Lo cope with so did nol enter but he intencds

toking part in tThe

Thae numbers taking

Tanners Maralhon in Julwy.

part and the number ol successes of tThe 25

+ 1 avents are::

Year Th T T8 Ta =41 Bi B2 Al a4 4% g a7 aa
Starters g 5 &5 54 100 141 o7 239 X33 186 ETR 152 222
Finishsrs 1a 635 b 4 26 TE 124 92 204 ZQ7 147 25y 140 204
Taar a9 g1 92 93 24 a5 Gh a7 4H Q% 0 01 0z
Starters 213 191 21 183 129 141 168 145 14% 135 ‘163 208 293
Finishars 151 1%Y 181 142 IX4 135 I63 138 138 124 162 194 287

Finelly, For those who would like to go vound the route again with, 1 hops a
better oppocfunily to sse the views, The 42Znd Tunners Marathon is dus to take
place oo SUNDAY Tth July Z002. Tha 30 mile route will he the =ams a= The
WinTer Tamners apart from small adjustmanls  to  accommodate a different
start/finish polnt and differnet checkpaints. I understand The Tanners
Marathon Association also inlend introducing & 20 mile route this vear as wall
a8 the traditfional 30 and 10 mile Toutes. The 30 mils will start and finish
the =ame &= The 30 bul it will probably be a different =short cul From ths
Winter Ulanners. For fTurther details =end SAE Lo Alan ¥irgo, The Thraese
G¥cemores, French Drowve, Thocooy, Pelerborough. PER 0PI

John Westcott
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