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Entries: 2122 Ytactars: 208 Finizhers: AT least 194 [(probably 200]

Orgonizer: John Weztoott Certificate Actwark: Tony Youngs
Start: Dave Green and Dave Challengers.

|Checkpoiant 1: Deve Challoenger, Pat Challenger ond Hay Jolbly

|Chackpnint 47 Reg Chapmon, Ken Styon and Cynthis MoLeod.

Tanmnerd Halch Youlh Boslel Drinks Point: Sarah (The Warden)l, Richard
Iresan, Edward Iresan aod Les Maple.

iFimish: Dave Lreen.

Walllt What o day? After the gloom of the autumn woerbher which coused some
events in the =south 2ast to be cancelled It was gratifying to have the Winler
Tanners held in the middle of o period when bhigh pressure was howvering over
Britain. The: rosull was & perliecl winter day. I:lr'_-g'ht zunshias nearly 411 ':-1”"1"
showing the Surrey bills off to good effect but wery oold which meant the
graied sbayed bhard as Lhe Frosl porsisbted to supresz the lurkion mad.  The mud
did manifest itself in the afternoon When fhe woeak winter sunshine had had a
chance bo o peneirabte bub on the whole [ thiok we got away wilh reazonably good
underfoot conditions bearing in mind the excossive amount of rain we have Bad
im the lazt few months it =esm= years).

Th good weather forecast and the introduction of shortar route altearnatives.
attracted & bigoar enltey on Lhe day lhan expected and I had nol praparad
enough roule descriptions to cope with a2ll thoze who Tuined wp. Thiz is the
TirsT CLime T hawve cowver bad more colrvieas on the du‘&r than poe (lay enbrian. Cin
cloging date for pre day entries I had 71 s T cetered for a total of 200. T
de charge, what soems fto me, an excessive E2.50 entry on the doy in order
anrouTans people to enter in advonce but Lt seems masl want to see what the
waather is like before they part wWith theic wonoy. Thankz to thase arriving
alfter &_30 whaca [SEETRTATLE o N WA TS 1o allaviate thea cri=sis Lriy sharing rauta
descriptionz and a big thank ¥ou to Hilacy Walker who arriwved with oxtra
phaotocagpies Do boelp expand The moagre rations. I tried fo get a faw maore
photocopies, but the only availlable photcopier in bown wis -m::-t Worklng.

My sTart poinfl [or dowvising Lhe 30 mila touts this yesr was I usma the
Footpath in the field between Ford Farm and Blackbealbh Lanc [(para 11.9M) which
I i1ntended to use o0 the 1999 event but on That occasion it fell wictdim to wy
pruoning bhe distonce down to o reasonable 30 miles. Mo I haove alwavs
Thought Lher (oobpelh helween Pasltford Farm and Locknor Lodge (pace 12_9M) has
a much hketter cutlook than the much uwsed tracks throwugh Alackheath Forest.
Thiz combination meant going To 5t Marthas and Touching Newlands Corner and,
ever lookKing Ior new 1dess, I decided Lo Pake the tToute into the hitharlo
uncharted Tannerz area of Merrow and the Clandons. The Foclpath in the field
WiIth & oleclric Teooes woas g nuisance and [ toyed with the idea of wsing Lthe
slightly longer way tound the rood to awveold ft but thenm T cripnged at the
thaught of what Eeith Chestorton (aml olhes LODWA merbers| wauld say iT il ocwar
goT out that [ hed allowed myself to ke iatimidated (on your behali) by land
oWners ln This way. HEalth Jdid The 20 mile rouba s did not have to go through
the fencez. Most pecple I asked zald 1t wes no problem but one or two did get

a shock [eom replacing thee galos.

The 20 mile route shortt cut between Gomshall apd Ramwmore Common mainly using



the Horth Downs Way. Originally 7 had a more imaginative route in mind which
rejolined the 30 mile toubte ol MHaoskwaomd Farm (Woodcote Lodge para 19.6M) but
whian T walked oub the fenced bridieway from Combe Lane Lo Che Tarw le December
T was up to oy knees in mud and I Lhoughlt T ocould not take even LOWA walkers
through that.

Tha 28 mile route was 2lso a December afitartheought in that wilbh all e raln
we nad had 1 was expecting muddy condilions and felt there may be some who
wonld not wish ta do 32 mile=s when they wers expecting Lo do 30, As [ furnsad
out the wiew of north wesl Surroy oo Che descent infte West Clandon was
splendid (surprisiog cven we | and compensating for not sseing the main fsalure
pplf theae 30,

My resident route description coritic had somalhing Lo osmay bul io zo olffort To
put the critism tackfully T was bold "people are saving the route descriptien

wais nob up L oyoar uswal standard”. Others =aid they had difficuelly in
following the description, mainly in jusl one  place, bl that place wWas
different for ditferent people, Iwe places where 1 heard of diflTiculiy

encountered by meore than | growp was Lhe poial of luenef! Trom The Peeguently
changing diveclion lonco after Crocknorsth Farm |para 23.8M) and the younger

plantation (para 13.4M on the 20 milpo). Oolfr, T ceo assurs you, pregented
difficulty for me whan wriking Lhe: roule descoiption and T thought at the time
T am suree Lo have critizm here whatever 1 write, Hy "brilliapt" idea lo
relisve the ambiguity of describing Lhe B sliles which come cloase oo one
ancther (paras 24.5M opd 25.0M1 by using a8 stile symbol 5 owas dashed by 2
pecple whe had been round together when they said both the symbols Z ond d
were far too small., 1 will go back Lo BD bul persevers wWwilh Lhe stile ifdea by

toying to find o more dislinchive syobol

Many of you have asked me Lo cxteod your thaonks To oy belperss oo the day and L
Lo woneld Tike to thank all invelwvsed for their help and cooperotion,. Although
all did sterling service 1 would like to puarticularly mention B year old
Edward I[reson who made and sereod e FToag abt Checkpoiont 3 {(Tannaecs) and HKeptT
the fire golng.

The appeal for the National Trusl roalisaual £69.99.  This dongtion will bhe puot
b Lhe Surrey Iills appeal which 12 used to help maintain znd improve
footpaths and open space owoad by fhe Mational Troust, ouch o which Tapners
roplay o pwier. Many thanks to all those who contributed.

For those of you who gol lost, tTake beart from an extract of Alan Hlatchford's
1977 rcopost "I think that the partty T woz 'leading?’ mDust bawve worddeool wha
dovisnald the courze. On at least two occasions wa wera guile lasl for sevecral
minutes anpd only & bil of trial apd error pavigation got us back on routa.”
Rlap was tThe welly zhod orgoniscro. T ¢l ot wish Lea Eell youw Too ouch about
the pasl al [his stage because 13th Januwary 2002 is the day for The Winler
Tanners Silwver Jubilar amel T hops To do a review in conjunction with that
milesTonas .

I hope te s== you then.

Jahn Westoeott, 31 Bracken Way, Chobham, Surcey. GiUZd HPR
Taelephona: 01276 BSE6TZ.
Fox and E Maili: 50Lill in Jurassic [Feriocd.



