Punchbowl Marathon 2000 - Results

The weather was overcast, later becoming drizzly and wet. Fortunately, the paths had dried out
a bit since the marshals’ walk - yes they had!! The route had some VG views, but people will have to
wait till 2001 to see them. The new course was appreciated by the walkers, as offering a greater
challenge than the last route - certainly times were slower. Even Chris Fanning took 20 minutes more
than last year! Because of the extra difficulties, we kept the finish open longer than normal and gave
certificates accordingly.

211 (199 in '99) entered the event (63 on the day), 15 failed to start and 13 did not finish either
route, giving 183 finishers, 154 doing 30 miles and 29 doing 25 miles. 1 decided to have a 25 mile route
only during the 1* Marshals’ walk, when I saw how long 30 miles might take - altho’ I had it in mind
for the LDWA Millennium challenges, which fell through when not enough Groups participated.
However, it 1s a good route, if wet in parts, and I will keep it for next year - and advertise it!

Most appeared to find the route description accurate (the 30 mile course was walked /checked 4
times), but a few found problems. If you were one, please let me know where you had these.

The one problem I heard about was a path in Grayswood, where the 2 landowners complained 200
walkers made the path too muddy for locals to use. 1 have always found it muddy, but will avoid it next
year. Please do not rush past others on narrow paths like this as it can make some extra damage.
We held 2 marshals’ walks in very muddy conditions. 8 did the 30 mile walk - William Brown in 7 hrs
25 mins, Ashley Saunders & Jon Moore in 9-42, Ann Sayer in 10-55, Janet Chapman, John Lay, Dawn
Bishop & Alison Newman in 11-17. Elizabeth Bryan & I (Keith Chesterton) did the 25 mile route
(trying it for the 1* time) in 9-33.

I would once again like to thank the marshals, who made it all run smoothly - altho’ the hired
toaster put all the hall electrics down &, when we’d worked out the cause, new toasters had to be got.
Dave and Pat Challenger, Gillian & Peter Bull & Derek Bowdell looked after Dunsfold; John Lay, Les
Maple, John Westcott, Roy & Olive Barnsley did Grayswood; Brian Haigh, John Hornsey, Caroline &
Ashley Saunders did Elstead. Ann Sayer did a solitary stretch on Gibbett Hill, as a checker and provider
of guides for the 25 mile option.

At Witley, Lesley Nightingale and Don Turner did the entries and logged in the finishers,
putting in a very long day. Ann Sayer also did entries & Jeff Ellingham & John Westcott also helped at
the start. The kitchen was looked after by Derek Bowdell, William Brown, Peter Edwards, Mike
Mardle, Janet Chapman, Elizabeth Bryan & Jon Moore. Jeff Ellingham booked the hall and helped at
the start and finish. Reg Chapman provided much of the equipment, closed the checkpoints and helped
throughout. Ann Sayer was entry secretary, helped at the start and finish, besides doing Gibbet Hill and
also checked half the route. The other half was checked by Brian Haigh. And after the event, Harry
Wickens produced the comprehensive results. My grateful thanks to you all. My apologies to anyone
I’ve missed.

I would also like to thank the committees for the Chichester hall at Witley, the sports pavilion at
Dunsfold and the village halls at Grayswood and Elstead for the use of these and for their help .

Thanks for entering, I hope you all enjoyed it and see you next year. A happy year's walking!
Found - pair glasses, pair socks, water bottle and holder, map, compass
Remember, if unclaimed, these will be disposed of after 1 month.

Future Events

8/9 April Surrey Summits. l00km. Entries to Dave Challenger, 44 Agates Lane, Ashtead KT21 2N D
27-29 May Millennium 100 mile event Kent. Places still available

S Feb 2001 Punchbowl - the 33rd event - nearly the same route - with a 25 mile option.

Keith Chesterton, "Firle", Chestnut Av Guildford GU2 SHD 01483 563392
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