Comments from competitors with regards to the 2012 Durham Dales Challenge
General comments passed at HQ at the end of the walk - 


- hospitality was tops


- great event


- excellent


- lovely dinner


- brilliant as ever


- brilliantly organised, as ever


- loved it - stunning

 
- marshal’s were absolutely wonderful


- loved the cake


- very well organised


- you do a fantastic job


- well worth coming from Staffordshire for


- absolutely fantastic


- fantastic event, thanks to everyone
Email comments received after the event - 

I just wanted to pass on our sincerest thanks for your organisations excellently prepared event.  It was noted by all of our group how well you looked after us all.  Friendly, encouraging and massively supportive.   

We will be joining you again for many future events.

Thank you so much for all your efforts.

Regards, James, Juliana, Kevin and Rich.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Hi Chris, just a quick email to say thanks for everything for Saturday. It was really well organised and enjoyable.  

Jules Carolan

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Yesterday I completed the Durham Dales challenge and thoroughly enjoyed the day/experience. Congratulations to an extremely well run and friendly event.

I am 52 years old and have only taking up ""walking"" in the last 2 years. This year I have completed the Allendale & Durham challenges, but most of my walking has been done up in the Cheviots, mainly by myself (I’m slow ascending hills, but I always get there..!!!). 
 
After looking at the walking schedule, I feel I would enjoy being part of a like minded and friendly group of walkers.
 
Could you please send me any information, how do I apply for membership for LDWA and especially as to how I become a member of the Northumbria group
Regards
  
Ian Millican
……………………………………………………………………………………………

I would just like to say a big thank you and express my gratitude to all of the team involved in organising and supporting the Durham Dales Challenge. Despite the less than favourable weather conditions, I was always greeted with a cheery welcome, plenty of drinks and a superb selection of grub! It is the people involved that make this such a superb event and keep bring me back!

Kind regards

Ian Stephenson
……………………………………………………………………………………………

Thank you for the DD challenge today it was very well organised.

As it turned out the weather was not too bad and I thoroughly enjoyed the day, it was my first DD challenge and one I will be adding to my 
calendar for another year.
Would you please extend my thanks to everyone else involved, it was nice to see that everyone was so pleasant and helpful.
 
Thanks again, Malcolm

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Just to confirm, your organisation at the challenge yesterday was a pleasure to experience and for you and all the helpers a real credit and I was proud to say I was a member of the LDWA. The diversion to avoid the floods made people think and that's how it should be.

We had our own woes, Dinner time, I was almost on my last legs until Marge and her friends gave me a magic cup of tea to enable me to sample some of the wonderful cakes etc. A couple of squirts of the new inhaler and off we went and our first problem after leaving the wooded area outside Middleton was a herd of what looked like angry cows who were blocking a safe passage . We moved to the top of the field up steep banks and the cows and calves moved as well so we finished up on a farmers track. We went down hill back onto the route through the next field and left the cows mooing away but may have helped others as the bottom of the field was now clear of cows. Food for thought when we left the farmers track to go back downhill to the route, if we had stayed on the track it would have led us to the checkpoint.

Our well known mistake was caused by the lad we had met on the walk not knowing his left from his right and Ricky and me following when we both thought we had not been on the track before, so all to blame and the extra mile or so we went the wrong way was so time consuming as the Raynet lads were taking an afternoon snooze but one they woke up they showed us the map where we were which we knew anyway and within a few minutes the rescue land rover came up the road to check we were alright. The hurt we felt was pride and when we got to the checkpoint many of our LDWA friends were giving a gentle lighthearted rebuke. 

By then Ricky was suffering from his arthritic feet but our loss of face got the fires going again and we covered the last 6 mile or so at some pace passing everyone we saw. We even had time to call a couple of lads back as they had missed the self clip then left them behind.


Next year, as promised I would like to help rather than complete, hope to see you on the next LDWA. Well I am still alive and in one piece.

Dave  

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Dear Chris, 

It was a really lovely walk and extremely well organised.  Very many thanks. 

Bridget

Bridget ZD Smith 

District Councillor Gamlingay Ward

South Cambridgeshire District Council

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Many thanks again for a fantastic event and great hospitality.

Much appreciated, a great distressed, too.

Dagmar

……………………………………………………………………………………………

 

Many thanks to you and all your marshal’s and anybody else helping in the organisation of the Durham Dales Challenge.

This has been my fourth year for taking part  and I always enjoy the day very much!

 

Julie Whinn (Quakers)

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Many thanks for a great day and also the results, so prompt and easy to read.  
 
Special thanks must go the marshal’s at the later checkpoints - so cold, for so long, and their protection if any, blowing away.  
 
I really enjoyed exploring the area whilst in the vicinity and shall be back at some point, for a challenge and or a social walk. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Christine Bramley
……………………………………………………………………………………………

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for an excellently run event and special mentions to the cake makers. I'm sure I will do it again in the future when I'm next up in this area, hopefully with better weather and see if I can improve my time! 

Thanks again Mick

……………………………………………………………………………………………

I would like to pass on my thanks to all involved particularly the windswept marshal’s. 
Enjoyed the event and hope to do it again next year.

Thank you
John 370

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Chris; thank you for an excellent day it’s the 4th time I've done it and I brought a friend along this time that I got into walking 2 years ago he said it was the hardest thing his has ever done in his life ( still has not come down from the high of completing it). The lads and lasses on the check points were great and could you pass on my thanks to them all. A friendly word as you are passing through a check point gives you the emphasis to push on for another couple of mile. A great day and all being well we will be beck next year.

 

Derek Gibson   

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Thanks to you and your team for a great Durham Dales Challenge, I enjoyed it & hope to return next year.
 
Regards
Jez Makin

……………………………………………………………………………………………

My first DDC and I travelled up from Hull to give it a go. Great course, great food on route, great marshal’s, a brilliant event.

Thanks,

Danny

……………………………………………………………………………………………

That was the longest walk I've done prior to the Allandale challenge.
I brought my friend along who has not done anything more than 15
miles, so I stayed with him as he was tiring at around 20miles. We
both said it was a fantastic day despite the weather. We both made
some good friends along the way (from the second check point) and all
7 of us stayed together and came in at 9hrs 20 minutes.
 
I'm doing the Chevy Chase on 7th July, and your challenge has put me
in good stead for me to do it in under 6 hours (that’s the plan
anyway).
 
Will be doing it again next year and hope to try a longer LDWA route
(40-50 miles ?) at some point next year.
 
Once again a big thank you to the volunteers and your refreshment
stops will go down in history as being excellent. I'll be bringing a
few more people along next year.
 
Warm Regards
Charlie
……………………………………………………………………………………………

Hi Chris
a great success - largely due to your hard work and leadership.  It was good to be a part of it.
Nick

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Just wanted to say thanks very much for all the organising for the Challenge...its only my second off road run and I really enjoyed it!  I will definately come back next year

 

Kind regards

Nicola

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Thank you to all involved in the organisation. We had a great day despite the wet. This is such a friendly and hospitable walk.
thanks again.
 
Chris Hargreaves
……………………………………………………………………………………………

