
FOUNDERS  CHALLENGE – 18ml route
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PLEASE NOTE: Most of the route is on rough or uneven terrain. Some of the paths are becoming badly eroded in places, with loose rocks & exposed tree roots. There may be slippery stiles and descents, especially in wet weather. There are some road crossings & short sections on narrow roads.
PLEASE TAKE CARE AT ALL TIMES - YOU UNDERTAKE THIS WALK AT YOUR OWN RISK

Those of you who have entered the Founders Challenge in previous years will find some significant changes in this year’s route so please use the Route Description & do not rely on your memory!

Abbreviations: B = bear; BW = bridleway; cont. = continue; F = fork; FB = foot bridge; FG = field gate; FP = footpath; GW = Greensand Way; KG = kissing gate; km = kilometres; L = left; m = metres; NDW = North Downs Way;  NT = National Trust; R = right; RD = road; ST = stile; T = turn; TK = track; X-RD = cross roads 

All Compass bearings are from Magnetic North.

Maps: OS LR 187 (3ml on LR 186) or Exp 145 & 146

	
	Emergency Telephone:  01306 730851 (messages – Hurtwood Inn)
	

	
	HQ Mobiles [coverage uncertain!]: 

Gordon Parker (Roving HQ) 07891 196930 

Lonica Vanclay at Peaslake HQ 07920466967
	


1.   GR  086447    PEASLAKE MEMORIAL HALL    Post Code: GU5 9RR

1.1
From the Hall exit to your L and go up paved BW opposite, passing church on your R. At the end of this path BL round wooden barrier to pass graveyard on your R. 

1.2
Ascend gently on broad sandy TK for 600m then, at large triangular clearing with cairn, FR.  Cont. gentle ascent and in 750m cross broad TK.  At next junction keep ahead, ascending gently then levelling out.  Follow TK as it bears R round edge of PITCH HILL, passing a waymark post where GW joins from L, then a metal seat at a viewpoint. At junction, BL (wooden rails on your L) on FP, round edge of hill. At next GW waymark post BL to seat and PITCH HILL MEMORIAL TOPOSCOPE (commemmorating LDWA’s founders).  Retrace steps for 20m and TL to trig point.  

1.3
Follow TK ahead (320°), for 400m, down to car park and TL. Cross RD (take care) and cont. on GW, on drive for 20m, thru fence next to MILL COTTAGE, ahead uphill on eroded FP and BL off main track to pass windmill on your L. Continue ahead (240°) for 80m then BR (250°) and after crossing two BWs, descend on FP, ahd for further 20m to cross RD (take care). FL through car park to FP (GW) and follow round edge of hill.    

GR 073423
REYNARDS HILL


2.4 miles

1.4
Cont. on FP (GW), passing viewpoint with seat on L. In 240m FL and cont. on undulating 
FP round edge of hill.  On approaching RD (wooden barrier), BL parallel with RD to later join RD with hollow on L.  Cross RD (take care) and follow sunken BW (340°).  At fork keep ahead (L). 15m before FG, BL and then FR (290°), descending on BW. TR at wire fence to follow hedge (on your L) and turn R on drive of Winterfold Cottage (GR 063431). 

1.5
FL at grassy triangle just before RD, cross RD and cont. on BW opposite (300°).  After 170m pass broken stile on your R and, after 10m, where TK bears R, keep ahead up bank on narrow path (not shown on Landranger map; shown as a black dotted line on the Explorer map). After 30m TL on track for 100m.

GR 059433
WINTERFOLD HEATH
3.7 miles

1.6
At T-junction TR on broad TK. At end of paddock on R, BR with wire fence on your right.  At cross tracks continue ahead on FP then BL. Pass to right of permissive BW sign and in 80m over stile. Cont. ahead up LH side of field, over stile (or thru often open gate). Ahead ignoring stile on left, 20m over the ridge TL and over stile next to metal gate. Cont. with fence and view on your R. At meeting of sandy TKs TR between plantations with fence on your R (330°). BR as BW joins from your left. At next cross tracks take the wide BW ahead (330°) and keep ahead (340°) at the next cross tracks. Reach RD and cross (take care) to (former) car park.

GR  052448   
FARLEY HEATH

4.75 miles

1.7
From entrance cross former car park on bearing 345° for 80m to Hurtwood Control sign. Continue (due N) on waymarked BW (2ndR of sign).
After 1.1km the track ascends a very narrow and sandy cutting. In a further 80m continue over a cross track with a metal FG on the left. Continue ahead on a bearing of 350° - 340° swinging round to 310° and go over 6 cross tracks. After the 6th cross track the path is narrower and descends on a sunken track  to reach the valley bottom (GR 044465).

1.8
In valley bottom TR. In 210m, through wooden barriers and TL on TK at T-junction, to pass Postford Farm Cottages on L. Cross stile next to FG. BL (Albury Estate sign), then BR and continue ahead (trees on R at first) for 700m, between paddocks.  Pass large house on your L, through new KG, and cont. on FP (300°) across 2 fields. Thru gate at Lockner Lodge TR on lane to follow Downs Link signs. Cross A248 (take care, fast traffic) and cont. on Downs Link opposite. 

1.9
At BW junction (after Longfrey Farm) continue ahd (W) then TR at sign with bench on R to ascend steeply up St. Martha's Hill. At churchyard wall BR to join broad sandy track (the NDW) and keep low wooden fence on R. Keep ahd (do not FL on NDW) to pass pillbox on your L, ahd 250m then BL into car park and checkpoint.

CHECKPOINT 1                      (10.30 am - 12.30 pm)

GR  033485
GUILDFORD LANE CAR PARK       
8.2 miles

2.1
From car park TL on lane. Where lane TR, FL, pass to L of gate & imm TR on NDW. Cont to climb steadily parallel to RD, descend steps to X RD, cont up on opp side on NDW. Thru barrier, up 10m then BR on NDW. Ahd then BR past waymark sign as path opens out. BL at fork, then ahd on contour across field & up to Newlands Corner (public toilets; kiosk).

2.2
Follow TK towards A25. TR on stony path (Public Byway) just before RD. Ahd bearing R then L, past TK joining from R. After 600m, just before TK going up on R at waymarked post, TL on TK.

GR  046484
WATER LANE COTTAGES

9.9 miles


2.3
Keep L at garages, ahd past metal gate on TK and in 500m, at cottage on R, BR on Silent Pool FP (110°) and keep ahead through open metal FG (or over stile next to it). Cont. ahead (110°) on TK then soon BR (130°) on FP where it leaves TK. 

2.4
In 250m cross concrete access RD to quarry and cont. for 400m on FP, crossing 2 stiles and through KG to RD.  Cross A248 (take care, fast traffic) and ascend with church on your R.  Cont. ahead thru KG and then ahead across field thru KG and into Silver Wood.  Keep ahead through wood, thru KG and then same line of travel across field/drive/field (125°) then thru KG to descend through trees to TL on lane. When lane joins RD cross over (take care), TL and cont. for 30m. TR on broad track immediately after house. In 130m track bears right to run parallel with A25. When main track BR, cont. ahead on narrow FP, through trees, to reach sunken cross track. Do not cross the A25 here. 
2.5
TR and descend for 60m then TL on TK to head north and go under A25 (GR 072482).   Cont. uphill for 900m (soon becoming 60°) and at top TR on waymarked cross tracks onto NDW. Follow NDW for 1.5km. 150m after NT sign Little King Wood on your R, FR at NDW finger post (take care, easily missed). TR thru KG then after 80m, in front of  FG/KG, BL with fence on R and follow NDW for a further 900m to enter NT WHITE DOWN LEASE  thru KG (dogs on lead please; cattle grazing). Ahead for 300m to NT BLATCHFORD DOWN signpost.

GR 103488
BLATCHFORD DOWN


14.3 miles



NB
ROUTES SPLIT HERE

2.5A
Through KG, TR down TK (leaving NDW). Descend steeply for 400m then TL on TK.  In 250m, TR to cont downhill to pass New Barn Farm on your L and cross over railway bridge. Approx. 100m after railway bridge, leave TK and BL off main TK on BW into woods. Cont. ahead uphill ignoring X-tk to reach open area (bench on L; finger post on R) (BROOMY DOWNS). TR on main TK and in 50m BL on unmarked TK downhill (200º), thru two gates, and cont. down sunken TK to road (A25).

CHECKPOINT 4                           (12.00 pm - 3.00 pm)

GR 101473    
ABINGER HAMMER


15.5 miles 

5.1
Cross RD (take extra care) and cont. on BW passing lake on L  Thru farmyard (PADDINGTON FARM) and TL in front of farmhouse then immediately TR at BW sign to cont. on enclosed BW uphill; then descend on BW to BL and B sharp R at sign to cont. on BW to reach lane (RAIKES LANE). TR for 150m to pass The Volunteer PH and reach T-junction in Sutton Abinger.

5.2
TR on RD (take care) for 50m. Cross RD (take care) and up steps at FP sign and along enclosed FP to gravel drive. BL for 25m then TR thru barriers (FP sign). Cont. and cross stile to lane. TL for 250m to pass junction on R, then TR on enclosed FP (FP sign). Cross end of drive and cont. down tarmac FP, becoming grassy by FOLLY COTTAGE. Cross stile, down steps; ahead at marker post; cross stile; cross field (260º); cross stile and ahd on TK and drive for 120m to RD. TL for 20m then TR on tarmac drive (FP sign) ignoring FP sign to R (Shere Parish Millennium Trail).

5.3
At houses cont. ahead on gravel drive. Thru barrier then BR and in 25m TL on tarmac drive to reach parking area (COLMANS HILL). BR and cont. uphill on tarmac  drive  then BL to cross parking area in front of cottage and thru gap in fence. At cross-TK (marker post) TR through barriers along FP between fences. Pass through more barriers and ahead along drive. Cross lane and through more barriers to descend steeply (take care) to Radnor Road. TR and cross Ewhurst Road (take care) to Walking Bottom. BL between The Hurtwood Inn and THE OLD POST OFFICE (now a cycle shop) to the 
FINISH
GR  085447      PEASLAKE MEMORIAL HALL             (2.00 pm - 6.30 pm)

CONGRATULATIONS 

YOU HAVE COMPLETED 

THE 16th FOUNDERS CHALLENGE 

In 2012 the LDWA’s 40th ANNIVERSARY YEAR
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