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The forecast was discouraging, as were the early heavy showers, but it had stopped raining by 9 a.m. when 116 walkers left Peaslake, followed an hour later by 35 runners. They found plenty of mud along both routes (even as some lost their way!) but the quicker walkers on the shorter course and the faster runners returned dry. The rest were not so lucky: mid-afternoon there was another torrential downpour which soaked everyone: progress required grim stoicism.
This event was first held in 1997, when it was called the Founders Jubilee Challenge. Tony Youngs devised the 26-mile route linking various places connected to the origins of the LDWA 25 years earlier. The walk was a commemoration of the founding of the LDWA and the role of Alan Blatchford and Chris Steer in this. The route passes several places associated with them: the Old Post Office in Peaslake, the memorial toposcope on Pitch Hill, Blatchford Down and Steer’s Field. Tony was an excellent artist and his line drawings decorate the Founders' Challenge certificate. 
There were two routes again this year: a 26 mile route with approximately 3,000 feet of ascent, including St Martha’s Hill and a flatter 17 mile route with a little over 2,000 ft of ascent. Our sincere thanks go to the Friends of the Hurtwood, the Albury and the Wotton Estates and Surrey Wildlife Trust for use of their car parks and paths; to Tanners Hatch YHA for hosting a checkpoint; and to the Hurtwood Inn for providing the essential emergency phone number. Small donations, as a token of our appreciation, will be made to the Surrey Wildlife Trust, the Friends of the Hurtwood, Abinger PCC (at the request of the Wotton Estate) and Tanners Hatch Youth Hostel.
Our 35 volunteer marshals performed wonderfully well. Two groups deserve special mention: those outside during the worst rain, directing traffic and at the car parks first thing and later at the checkpoints at Tanners Hatch, Paddington Farm and Friday Street (Guildford Lane was an excellent checkpoint too, but the showers while it was open were relatively light...); and members of the Kent and BBN groups who turned up to help out and make the day a success.
There has been lots of appreciation for the new style menu of soup, a ploughman’s plate and fresh fruit salad: the catering team performed their usual magic, enhancing the grins of success with which participants returned to the village hall and sending everyone home happy. Susan and Chris make it look simple but hours of thought, preparation and shopping have laid the foundations.
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Sarah once again handled the entries with quiet efficiency and the registration team made sure no one was lost and certificates were ready at the end.

Despite the forecast 9 people did enter on the day, compensating a little for the 32 No Shows, but the number of starters was again less than the previous year. A number of people transferred during the event to the shorter route, helping to demonstrate its value as an alternative. The quickest walkers and runners on the longer route completed in 6 hours 17 minutes and 4 hours 24 minutes respectively; the first person home on the shorter route reached Peaslake in 3 hours 45 minutes. Two people took 10 hours 18 minutes to get round – and were greeted warmly at Peaslake with certificates and food. These times show that the Founders sees some fantastic performances whatever the conditions and that we remain flexible regarding how people get round and cut-off times (the checkpoint at Guildford Lane remained open an hour longer than scheduled waiting for lost people, some of whom never turned up although they did text later to say they were OK.)
	
	26 miles
	17 miles
	

	
	Walkers
	Runners
	Walkers
	TOTAL

	ENTRIES
	98
	49
	45
	192

	STARTERS
	78
	35
	38
	151

	FINISHERS
	76
	32
	34
	142

	RETIRED
	2
	3
	4
	9



This was my last year as coordinator of the Founders. I’ve enjoyed my time – the reward is in the frequent use of the word “fun” by both participants and marshals to describe the day – and wish Adam Pode who is taking over next year every success in keeping it as a key event in the LDWA calendar. Please support him: he will let you know in the next Newsletter the date to put in your diaries.
One role that will need filling is that of managing the entries. Sarah Wilson has moved and is now walking with the Thames Valley group and would like a break from this responsibility. We need to have this role filled as soon as possible so that some contact details can go into Strider. Entries open 1st April, although it is not until mid August that it gets at all busy. If anyone is interested – you need to be available in October next year but not necessarily at the event – please contact Adam ajlpode@yahoo.co.uk and he will send you a Role Description giving more details. Sarah is willing to pass on pearls of wisdom from her experience.
Gordon Parker
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