Chagford Challenge 2014 27 km (17 miles) Route Description V3

TR - Turn Right    TL - Turn Left   AH - Ahead    X - Cross    rd - Road    

BR - Bear Right     BL - Bear Left   Jct - Junction   xxx° - Bearing    

FP - Footpath         SP - Signpost    FB - Foot Bridge   2MW - Two Moors Way

From the Jubilee Hall, turn L to road & ahead along High St. passing the Three Crowns on L. To 2nd road junction, turn R into North St. ahead  along road passing the Chagford Primary School on L, to road junction “Crossways”, SX 70448797.

Turn L (signed swimming pool) ahead along road passing swimming pool on R, at the end of stone building (Rushford Mill) on R; turn R through gate, SX 70618848. Crossing “farmyard” to pass through small metal gate. Continue ahead along footpath with the river Teign on R for 1.2 km. to Dogmarsh Bridge, SX 7129 8934. 

Cross road (You are now entering the Castle Drogo Estate), continue along footpath for 3.6 km, still keeping river Teign on R (take care ascending & descending steep steps – steep drop on R, steps could be slippery if wet), to kissing gate at Fingle Bridge, SX 74308996. Through kissing gate to road, turn R & cross bridge, ahead to check point near toilets. 

Check Point 1 – “Fingle Bridge”, SX 74368987. Distance 6 km (4 miles)

Open 08:30 – Close 10:30
From check point, return to start of byway, SX 74338990. Turn L up byway (signed Cranbrook Down) continue ahead for 1 km, ignoring any side tracks. To finger post (signed Moretonhampstead) on L, as byway turns sharp R, SX 74308913. Bear ½ L 145° into woodland on well-defined path, to stile after approx. 15m. 

Cross stile & turn L 140° crossing field with hedge on L, passing through gap in hedge with two stone gateposts. Continue ahead 170° hedge still on L to gate & stile. Cross stile ahead to 2nd gate, stile & finger post, (signed Moreton) SX 74468883. Cross stile to road, turn L along road for 75 mts to turn R on to footpath. Cross stile & continue ahead 140° with hedge on R to gate. Through gate & continue ahead with hedge on R, when hedge turns R - ahead to gate & stile. Cross stile & continue ahead 149°, hedge on R to double stile & finger post in corner of field, SX 74778848.  

Cross stiles, bear R on obvious grass path 185° contouring around lower slopes of Butterdon Hill as path progress with hedge on R, (do not pass through gate on R with new fingerpost) continue ahead, and pass through gate ahead. Continue ahead to stile at stone wall. Cross stile & down steps into field, continue ahead with hedge on R – later farm machinery on L, to field corner & stile. Cross stile, continue ahead with hedge still on R, to stile in corner of field. Cross stile into narrow field bear 175° to 2nd stile. Cross stile into field, continue ahead 160° with hedge on R - to stile in R/H corner of field. Cross stile & continue ahead on narrow path to stile & road, SX 74968749. 
Cross stile & road 165°, to stile & finger post (signed Moretonhampstead) opposite. Cross stile & continue ahead on footpath into woodland to stile. Cross stile into field, continue ahead 165° with hedge on R to stile in RH corner of field. Cross stile into field, continue ahead 210° with hedge on R to stile in R/H corner of field. Cross stile, continue   with hedge on R to stile. Cross stile, crossing field 140° to stile. Cross stile & down steps to road, SX 75058698. Turn R continue downhill passing “Suttonmead” on L, ignoring all side roads to roundabout, SX 75038644.

Cross to road opposite, this is the Mortonhampstead bypass (signed Princetown – Postbridge). Continue along road passing the primary school on L & cross Betton Way at the mini roundabout. Continue along road to 3rd roundabout SX 75108603. Note: There are public toilets in the adjacent car park.

** Take great care when crossing the main road at this point, as there is a blind bend and drivers may be going quite fast **

Turn R crossing road, continue along road (signed Princetown – Postbridge) for 330 mts to footpath on L side of road, just past entrance to last house. Cross road, & continue ahead on enclosed footpath (signed Footpath) to stile. Cross two stiles into field. Cross field diagonally 200° to hedge corner & finger post, SX 74478553.  

Turn L 170° up steep slope, with hedge on L to gate & stile. Cross stile into field & continue ahead with wire fence on L, to metal gate, SX 74468535. Through gate to road, turn L along road for 50 mts. Turn R onto footpath using the stile, not the metal gate  (Landowner request) by barn into field. Continue ahead 220° with hedge on R, to go through gate in hedge, cross field to stile opposite. Cross stile, turn ½ R initially 270° then 240° with hedge on R to metal gate. Through gate, continue ahead hedge still on R to corner of field, SX 74098500. 

Go through R/H gates onto enclosed track, continue ahead to road. Turn R along road for 10 mts, to footpath on L, SX 73928492. Cross stile to R of gate (stile is not particularly obvious, barbwire on top of gate ), continue diagonally across field 161° to metal gate in corner of field. Through gate, ahead for 25 mts to metal gate on R. Go through gate & open gate, bear 200° from wooden gatepost, across to stile in hedge. Cross stile into field full of cabbages, continue ahead on clear path through crops, 198° to bottom L/H corner of field to stile. Cross stile & down to road, SX 73918439.

Turn L along road, to junction (Pound Rock). Turn R (signed North Bovey ¼) continue along road to village green & check point.

Check Point 2 – North Bovey, SX 73998391. Distance 13.6 km (8.4 miles)

Open 09:30 – Close 12:30

From checkpoint turn L down road, just past entrance to car park turn R onto enclosed footpath, (signed County RD at Blackaller). Continue ahead, turning L at church gate down to road, SX 73798376. Bear L crossing Bovey Bridge. Continue ahead along road passing “West Yard” to road junction (Yarde Cross), SX 73308374.

Continue ahead along road (signed Manaton 4) passing entrance to Bowden Farm on R, to road junction (Canna Park), SX 71858314. Continue ahead (signed Hookner & Coombe) crossing road, for 1.2 km ignoring any side roads to West Coombe, SX 70948251.

**  This is the point where the 17 mile route and the 21 / 30  mile routes split **

(Note: finger posts will be marked Mariners Way all the way to Yardworthy Farm, not Two Moors Way as marked on the OS map). 

Turn R through metal gates (marked “dogs on a lead”) into farmyard, ahead through 2nd gate (gate might be missing) and at end of wooden barn continue ahead on enclosed track to gate, SX 7083 8262.

Through gate bear ½ R 343° to next gate with large stone gate post, through gate & continue ahead  305° to fingerpost (signed Mariners Way - Moorgate), SX 7064 8285. 

Descend and cross-stream & ahead through trees with stream on left to ladder stile. Cross stile & continue ahead (Yellow marks on trees) to fingerpost. Cross-field 342° to next fingerpost, bear L through gate & ahead towards house on well-defined path.

 Just before house at fingerpost, turn R through gate, SX 7038 8306. Turn L & continue ahead keeping hedge on L to gate (derelict caravan on R). Go through gate & continue ahead with buildings & trees on left to gate, through gate. Continue ahead on tarmac track to gate, through gate to road, turn R & in 10mtrs turn L crossing road to lay-by, at Leapra Cross - SX 7022 8336. 

Cross stile in hedge at the start of the layby and bear R 26° to gateway. Bear L 354° & continue ahead to next gateway, then cross-stream and ahead to next gateway (Yellow markers on gateposts). Through gateway, continue diagonally to stile at lower R corner, over stile and ahead towards house to finger post (signed Mariners Way –Jurston) SX 70168396. Do not go through wooden gate as footpath has been diverted around the house. From the finger post, continue ahead with trees on R, for 55 mts to footpath way marker post. Turn R; continue ahead with wire fence on L & stone barn on R to gate.    

Turn L between buildings & continue ahead towards house called “Rockmead” (sign may be obscured by dustbins). Do not go through gate into “Rockmead”. Turn L & follow the track to Jurston, crossing a stream on the way, to reach road, SX 6967 8447. Turn L along road for 100 mts to end of stone farm building on R. Turn R through metal gate (finger post in hedge, signed Mariners Way – Hurston) continue AH through 2nd gate into field. Cross field to 2nd of two gates in R/H corner, SX 69368455.

Cross stile, built into gate, continue ahead with hedge on R to gate (ignore gate in hedge). Through gate ahead, hedge still on R to stile in corner of field (finger post signed public footpath). Cross stile and continue ahead with hedge on R, passing through gap in hedge 270° to finger post, SX 69018452. 

Descend carefully to farm track; turn L ahead on track with farm building on R, to 2nd finger post by derelict farm machinery. Turn R 252° to gate, keeping tractor and barn on L (likely to be muddy / wet), through gate ahead on enclosed track/path crossing footbridge to stile. Cross stile turn R, continue ahead crossing over two stone bridges, then turn L continue ahead through woodland to gate & lane, SX 68778437. Finger post L of gate (signed Mariners Way – Yardworthy)

Turn L along lane for 185 mts to junction, bear R ahead through gate with sign next to it “Lower Hurston Farm”, AH with farm house on R, barns on left, passing through gap just to the left of car port.  Don’t go through small gate (marked “footpath to open moor”) opposite, TR just before small gate to 2nd gate (signed Mariners Way). Through gate with hedge on R, ahead on enclosed track to gate. Through gate & continue ahead, with hedge on R to wooden farm gate with “Mariners Way” written on it, go through the gate and turn L, keeping the hedge on your L to the gate in the corner, SX 6849 8450. 
Through gate and continue ahead 330° to cross stream and stile. Continue ahead with hedge on L to R/H metal gate; through gate continue towards cream coloured bungalow, crossing 2 stiles to gate. 

Continue through gate; turn L to stile. Cross stile ahead 275° to farmyard, bear ½ R 270° continue through 2 stone posts & gate to farm track. Turn R along track to finger post & gate on L, through gate & continue ahead with hedge on L to stile. Cross stile, descending carefully to road (may be slippery if wet), turn L continue along road to check point near entrance to Yardworthy farm. 
**  This is the point where the 17 mile route and the 21 / 30  mile routes merge again  **

Check Point 5 – “Yardworthy farm”, SX 68088496. Distance 22 km (14 miles)

Open 13:30 – Close 18:00

From checkpoint retrace your steps past the stile & continue along road initially 48° for 1.4 km ignoring all side turnings to the cottages at Tunnaford, SX 68948571. Continue along road for 100 mts; turn R up footpath to road. Turn R along road for 100 mts to clear path just before the treeline on L. Turn L onto the well defined grass path, with boundary wall/hedge on R. ahead on path initially 35°, just before wall/hedge corner bear L at path fork continue up hill (heading for Meldon Hill trig point), ignoring any side tracks. As wide path starts to turn R, bear 55° to trig point (you should be able to see trig point from here). 

From trig point SX 69578610, ahead 62° for 60 mts to just before outcrop turn L 316° onto faint path heading toward lower right outcrop, cross track, SX 69588620. Continue ahead 16° still on faint path, which becomes more distinct as you descend, continue descending to reach bottom of hill, SX 69758687. Turn R and follow track to road, turn L crossing cattle grid continue ahead into Chagford to reach Church, turn R, & in 15 mts bear R to Jubilee Hall. 
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