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TOTTERNHOE MOTTE AND BAILEY

Totternhoe Castle is the largest motte and bailey castle in Bedfordshire. Its
importance is emphasised by the commanding position it holds on the chalk
downland overlooking the Ouzel valley, which illustrates its strategic role in the
establishment of control over the area in the years following the Norman Conquest.
The castle is of an unusual form, having three baileys surrounding the motte; this, in
addition to its size, provides an indication of its significance within the line of Norman
fortifications to which it belongs. The castle is also exceptionally well-preserved. The
baileys are likely to contain evidence which will enable the identification of areas
devoted to accommodation, service quarters, stores, granaries, stock enclosures and
perhaps gardens. Dressed stone recovered during excavation of the well and observed
in the mid-19th century indicates the presence of masonry buildings on the site,
evidence for which may well survive below the present ground surface

Maiden Bower

Yeah, there is a lot more to Maiden Bower than initially greets the eye. Such as the fact that the Iron Age
enclosure apparently overlays an earlier causewayed camp. So yes. I'd recommend you do come to the
Bower.

This mound of earth is generally called the Castle by the peasantry, among whom some singular tales are
current respecting the cause of its formation.

One of these is a vague story of a certain Queen, who having made a wager with the King, that she could encamp
alarge army of men within a bull's hide, ordered the bull's hide to be cut into strings, and the greatest possible

circle to be encompassed therewith: this was done accordingly, and the encampment made upon this spot.

FIVE KNOLLS Dunstable Downs

Five Knolls barrow cemetery is the only such site known in Bedfordshire. Although
some barrows are partially excavated, the cemetery as a whole is well preserved and
retains potential for the preservation of archaeological remains in and beneath the
burial mounds and in the fills of the ditches. The cemetery also demonstrates a
diversity of features including pond barrows, a comparatively rare ctass of monument.

Whipsnade Tree Cathedral

The Tree Cathedral was planted by a Mr Edmond K. Blyth as an act of “Faith, hope and reconciliation"
in response to his memories of World War . As a cadet at Sandhurst in 1916 Blyth had made close
friends called Arthur Bailey, John Bennett and Francis Holland who were all killed prior to the end of the
war. In 1930 he paid a visit to Liverpool Cathedral, which was then under construction. Blyth wrote: “As
we drove south through the Cotswold hills on our way home... | saw the evening sun light up a coppice
of trees on the side of a hill. it occurred to me then that here was something more beautiful still and the
idea formed of building a cathedral with trees." Work began in 1932 and continued in stages. The site
became overgrown during World War 11, but development recommenced after the end of the war. The
first religious service at the site was held in 1953, and services continue to this day.

y





