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Red Rose 100 – Stage 9

Slaidburn – Dunsop Bridge  6.1 Miles, 579 ft Ascent

9.1 Leave checkpoint & turn R on FP, river on L.  Stay on riverside path, AH through KG (ignoring KG on R).   Keeping on riverside path in 300yds cross stile, continue by the river for a further 500yds to reach small copse and enter via stile on R.  Follow path through copse with water treatment works to the L, crossing stile, FB and further stile onto TK and turn L.   Follow track into trees (B200) and continue AH with fence and trees on R.  Fork right with trees, ignoring L fork to bridge.  (DO NOT cross the river).  (SD706511) 
9.2 Through kissing gate into trees.  Through another kissing gate and keep wall/trees/bank on R as path leaves river.  Path soon becomes enclosed at a gate and passes 3 more gates in quick succession, before reaching a metal gate, with wall stile on R.  Over, cross stream and turn L along field edge.  Over footbridge and up steps to road (BEWARE TRAFFIC) on edge of Newton village.  (SD698504)L across bridge and take path on R at end of bridge.  Follow river but in approx.  300yds look for wall on L and follow alongside it to find stile hidden behind tree.  Cross and follow river until it turns right.  When river turns continue directly AH (B210) to gate in fence and stile on R.  On same line of travel (B210) proceed through 2 fields to cross stile 10yds to L of farm house.  (SD693494)

9.3 Turn R along road passing Farrowfield on your R.  In 200yds turn R, just after barn, down a private road.   AH about ½ mile to reach and cross Giddy Bridge and river to FP sign on L.  From here, leave drive on FP on B240 up hill for about ½ mile passing through 4 fields and over 3 stiles to reach wooden gate in wall (between 2 woods) at the top of the gentle climb.  Through gate and continue AH on B240 along faint green path soon crossing a FB (2 concrete slabs) over a ditch.  AH as the path meanders slightly but the heading is still generally B240 passing stone pillars marking the path as it becomes wider and more distinct.  Shortly after the 4th pillar reach a ladder stile near wall corner.  Over and AH on narrow but clear path, shortly reaching fence on R.  Continue with fence on R and after ½ mile at ‘Open Access’ sign reach and go through KG on the R.   AH with fence on L (keep about 20yds from it) keeping gully/stream on L to reach stile in facing fence, 10yds to R of gully/stream. 
SELF CLIP C BURHOLME FARM SD661485 (On the stile)
9.4 Over stile and continue with gully/stream on L to reach wide metal gate at Burholme Farm.  DO NOT go through the gate or cross the footbridge. BEWARE OF CATTLE IN THE FIELDS ESPECIALLY IF DARK – THEY MAY BE STARTLED BY TORCHES
Turn R (away from Burnholme Fm) initially B340, bearing R to stile to R of gate.  Over and AH (B020) to stile.  AH for about 1 mile (crossing stile next to 2 gates) keeping fence and river on L (ignoring footbridge and concession FP to L).  On reaching Thorneyholme Hall, keep to the path beside the river with the buildings on your R then pass through a narrow metal gate to emerge at the road bridge over the Hodder on driveway to Thorneyholme Hall.   Turn L over the bridge and AH on driveway to reach road.  (BEWARE TRAFFIC).  (SD661501)
9.5  Turn L passing car park and petrol station on your R and cross River Dunsop at bridge.  Continue on road to T junction (250yds) and turn R (signposted Lancaster) to reach checkpoint on R just after a new row of terraced houses.  (SD 657501)
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