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Red Rose 100 – Stage 13  
Mellor Brook – Hoghton – 5.1 miles, 618 ft ascent
13.1 Leave checkpoint and turn R.  At roundabout at Feilden’s Arms go L along Branch Rd.  Cross with care and follow this road for half mile to reach A677 at the Windmill.  (SD641305).  Cross using the pedestrian crossing and go L  and then immediately R on signed path across a stile, a small wooden footbridge and a further stile to reach a large field.  Cross field (B195) to a stile by an old bathtub which is just to the L of a newish metal gate.  Over stile, up enclosed path to reach stone stile and road.  (SD640301)
13.2 R along road initially passing Old Doozeys.  Stay on road, as it swings first L and then R, for two thirds of a mile passing Cooks Farm (house) and 50yds after passing entrance to Raven’s Wing Farm go L down enclosed FP (5yds before 2nd entrance to Fm).  Over stile and follow wall on L.  In 200yds wall bears L.  Keep straight ahead in same direction to stile next to metal gate.  Bear slightly R (B195) across next field to stile by metal gate.  (Aim just to L of farm buildings).  At farm track turn L and follow this straight track for quarter mile, where the track turns sharp R.  (No public access beyond this point)(SD633284)
13.3 Leave the track here, AH through wooden gate (next to metal gate) and descend on good track for 200yds to bridge over river.  Over bridge and ascend for quarter mile through trees and a wooden gate to reach property (Alum Scar) on your R.  20yds after entrance to property go R (large wall on your R) along road to pass in front of Close Farm with wall on L to stile.  Over stile (following waymarks for WWW) and immediately through gateway on L.  Follow (B250) downhill, passing marker post in a dip.  Proceed on (B250) with gully developing on L to reach stile.  Cross stile and down stone steps.  Turn R and keeping wire fence on your R for quarter mile you will eventually reach River Darwen.  (SD629275)
13.4 Follow river for a short distance on clear path before river swings R.  Ahead on clear path to reach a stile to L of farm building.  Over stile, bend R in front of farm to reach further stile.  Over and continue ahead (ignore path to L) to cross footbridge over river.  Bear R at Bridge End Cottage and continue up road for 400yds to road junction.  (SD626270)
13.5 Go L along Viaduct Rd and in 300yds, just after 2nd metal gate on R and farm on L, go through stile on R and uphill with fence on your L to cross further stile.  Now a wall on your R which you will leave in 150yds to aim for stile (uphill).  Over stile and ahead to kissing gate.  Through and cross TK to KG for railway crossing.  CROSS RAILWAY WITH EXTREME CAUTION to KG.  Through and AH uphill on path to reach FP sign.  With wall in front of you, turn R and continue AH with large wall on your L.  Cross 3 stiles to emerge by some houses on your L.  In another 100yds you reach approach road for Hoghton Tower.   (Where King James 1st  knighted the Loin of Beef ‘Sir Loin’ in 1617 whilst at a banquet in the Tower) (SD617262)
13.6 From here to the checkpoint it is worth noting route as you will retrace your steps once suitably refreshed.
13.7 Turn R along estate road for 300yds to reach A675.  Turn R and in 400yds you will reach checkpoint on the L in Hoghton Village Hall Just after Lane Side Farm.  CROSS WITH CARE TO REACH CP (SD613264)  
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