

CAMEL–TEIGN IVOR’S DREAM 100: NOTES FOR SUPPORTERS

The Cornwall & Devon group welcome family and friends who travel along the route supporting walkers; they are part of the ethos of 100-mile walks. However, the Camel–Teign Ivor’s Dream 100 route is, by the nature of the terrain, across many open areas and along narrow country lanes and is designed primarily for walkers. Therefore, there are some checkpoints where supporters are strongly advised not to visit as space is limited and access is difficult. At the other checkpoints, remember that walkers and marshals have priority with space inside; please park considerately at all times as this is a tourist’s area – you will see why on your visit!
	Start
	Wadebridge Town Hall: this is on the main road through the town (The Platt) and has 
no parking. Please park in the paying car-parks in the area. The coaches will unload at 
the coach park. The start is from the Jubilee Field which is alongside the River Camel.

	CP  1
	Dunmere: on the grass beside the Camel Trail: park in the National Trust car park behind the ‘Borough Arms, Pub’

	CP 2
	Blisland Village Hall: park in village centre. Pub on the village green. This CP will be very busy so please stay outside.

	CP 3
	Candra Farm, Barn: at end of No Through Road. It will be crowded so best avoided.

	CP 4
	Bolventor Village Hall: opposite ‘Jamaica Inn’ where there is a Daphne du Maurier museum as well as pub and café.  The CP and adjacent car park are both very small so please stay outside.

	CP 5
	North Hill Village Hall: car park outside hall. Pub in village

	CP 6
	Pensilva School: park on road outside school

	CP 7
	Callington Bowling Club: there is a car park to the south of the Bowling Club. NO DOGS in car park or CP. KEEP OFF THE GRASS

	CP 8
	Luckett Men’s Institute: small hall and approached by narrow lanes; could also be  crowded. 

	CP 9
	Tavistock: park in lower car park at Kelly College Prep School off A386. One mile north of the Stannary Town (Tavistock)

	CP 10
	Princetown School: park in public car park. 20p for the toilets here! Pubs and cafes nearby

	CP 11
	Huccaby Farm, Barn: site of CP is on private land. Parking will be a problem as the area is a tourist’s honeypot.

	CP 12
	Ashburton Methodist Church Hall: park in public car park. Pubs and cafes in town. (Another Stannary Town)

	CP 13
	Liverton, marquee: on private land. Parking could be difficult as road is narrow.         NO DRIVING ACROSS THE FIELD, permission for event marshals’ vans only.

	CP 14
	Chudleigh Knighton Village Hall: park on road, but it is busy

	CP 15
	Larcombe Farm Barn: also on private land. Very busy working farm so please don’t park in the farm or block the lane.

	Finish
	Teignmouth Community School. Park in the main top car park on campus or along the main road. Follow the route markings to the hall

	
	


Enjoy your visit, drive carefully and be safe so we see you all again at our C&D checkpoint on The Valley’s 100 at Cwmavon in the village hall at 80.87 miles!
CAMEL–TEIGN IVOR’S DREAM 100: NOTES ON THE AREA
CAMEL TRAIL

Walkers will start their journey along the Camel Trail which is on a former railway track from Wadebridge to Bodmin and Camelford. This railway was used first by steam trains then by diesel before it was closed following Dr Beeching’s report. It’s also used by many cyclists and equestrians as well as walkers, and is busy at all times during the day.

…………………………………….

GRANITE TRAMWAY

Between North Hill and Minions, the walkers will find themselves going along a lovely easy stretch between granite sleepers which took trucks full of granite from the quarries near Kilmar, Bearah and Sharp Tors on Bodmin Moor. The trucks were pulled by ponies past Minions (good cafes here!) south towards the main line at Liskeard

…………………………………….

STANNARY TOWNS

When tin-mining was prevalent in the south-west, tin straight from the ground (black tin) was processed on site in blowing houses (many ruins of these are found on Dartmoor) and the tin ingots sent to one of four Stannary towns for assaying. The four towns, in each quarter of the moor were Ashburton, Plympton, Tavistock and Chagford. (Lydford was the headquarters of the Stannary Parliament). Each ingot had a piece taken off its corner for testing for purity and the assayers then informed the tin-mine owners of the cost of each ingot, (our word ‘coin’, the value of the tin, is the French for corner). 

Equidistant from these four towns is Crockern Tor where the later Stannary Parliament met, 24 people from each, with a presiding officer. It last met in 1794. The President’s chair (granite, so not very comfortable!)  is still to be seen on the tor, while the so-called original seat is just inside Dunnabridge Pound on the Ashburton – Two Bridges road.

…………………………………….

PRINCETOWN RAILWAY

A popular train journey was regularly made from Plymouth onto the moor to Princetown. Just before CP10. Walkers will be walking along the route of this railway which was taken up in 1956, long before Dr Beeching came onto the scene. There are photographs of steam-trains stuck in snowdrifts on this stretch, taken in early 1947, when the residents of Princetown went without supplies for ten days or more. 

…………………………………….

LEATS

 In 1994, walkers on the Dartmoor Hundred were wondering what ‘leats’ were. Well, they still mean a man-made water course, taking water from a river or stream and taking water in a controlled pace to a mill or tinners’ blowing-house. This is where tin ore was crushed by ‘stamps’ and smelted before poured into mould stones, hardening into ingots. (See above). The water was fed by a metal or wooden launder which would allow the water to drop onto a water-wheel which would drive the machinery to crush the rock and ore.

Walkers will cross the Devonport Leat ¾ mile after Princetown where a stone bridge crosses the water.

…………………………………….






DR BLACKALL’S DRIVE

Between CP 11 – 12:

Dr Blackall was the owner of Spitchwick Manor in the valley of the River Dart. (His brother was the Bishop of Exeter and gave his name to Bishop Blackall’s Girls’ School in Exeter.)               Dr Blackall’s wife was a partial invalid so the good doctor had a driveway constructed above the Dart Valley so that she could enjoy the views from their carriage without too much exertion. The drive itself is most prominent between Bel Tor Corner and Leigh Tor. It assumed that the whole 6mile circuit  went from the manor to Leusdon, Ponsworthy, Lock’s Gate Cross, Primm Cottage (where a track can still be identified) Bel Tor Corner, Aish Tor, Leigh Tor then downhill back to the manor – still a muddy path here.

