
The DAMBUSTERS CHALLENGE WALK 
A high level 21 or 15 mile anytime challenge walk around Ladybower, Derwent, and Howden 

dams in the Dark Peak area of Derbyshire. The 21 mile involves almost 4000’ ft of ascent.  

Map required is 1:25,000 Outdoor Leisure No.1 “Dark Peak Area”.  

Both walks start and finish at Severn/Trent Water’s Heatherdene Parking and Picnic area on the 

A6013 road near Bamford. Parking is free at time of writing and toilet facilities are provided. 

 

Part 1 Heatherdene Car Park to River Ashop (approx 4.75 miles) 

1.1 Leave the car park following the waymarks for The Derwent Valley Heritage Way to 

reach the A6013 road. Cross the road with care and turn left on the pavement until 

reaching the large gates on your right, at the end of Ladybower dam.  

 

1.2 Cross the stile to the left of the gates and follow the path downhill to reach a narrow 

tarmac road. Turn right down the road, crossing the bridge over the River Derwent,  

(G.R. 198849) to reach the T-junction. Turn right, still on tarmac, until you reach a gate 

across the road. Take the footpath to the left which ascends steeply through the woods. 

 

1.3 Ignore a crossing path and continue steeply uphill until you reach a stile which gives 

access to an unsurfaced crossing track.. Turn right for a few yards to a footpath sign and 

then turn left uphill and follow the path to the trig. point on the summit of Win Hill. 

 

1.4 Descend to the well worn permissive path and follow it westwards. When you reach the 

woods near Wooler Knoll keep to the path that skirts the wood. Pass to the left of the tall 

stone guide post and continue uphill to stile and gate. 

 

1.5 Cross stile and turn right following the path towards the wood. Go through gate into 

woods and descend stony path. 50 yards after an acute right hand bend turn left to pass 

through wooden barriers and continue downhill to bridge over River Ashop. 

 

Part 2 River Ashop to Slippery Stones (approx 6.25 miles) 

2.1 Cross the bridge and follow the rising path to the gate and stile at the A57 road. Cross the 

road and climb the steep winding path, keeping Hagg Farm to your left, until you reach 

the path junction at G.R. 163891. 

 *** 15 mile walkers go to Page 3.  

2.2 Take the grassy diagonal path to cross a ladder stile on to Bullbag Tor. Stay on the gently 

rising path, which becomes paved. After passing Pasture Tor on your left you finally reach 

Alport Castles. (G.R. 142916). 

 

2.3 At the short wooden post, turn right down the grassy path which becomes a well worn 

track, keeping Ditch Clough to your right.  After entering the woods continue downhill to 

a T-junction of tracks. Turn right to reach the tarmac road. Turn left on the road and 

follow it to the bus turning island, where it ends (Beware buses and numerous cyclists) 

 



2.4 Go through the gate ahead and continue with the track until reaching the pack horse 

bridge at Slippery Stones (G.R. 169952) 

 

Part 3  Slippery Stones to Back Tor (approx 6 miles) 

3.1 Cross the bridge and follow the path left for a few yards to a junction. Turn acutely right 

(Southwards) and follow the uphill track, which soon levels out, with the River Derwent 

and then Howden reservoir to your right. 

 

3.2 Soon after passing Howden Dam wall the path descends and crosses a small bridge over 

Abbey Brook. Take the steep uphill path on the left (eastwards) through New Close 

Woods to a gate. Go through gate and turn left with wall and woods on your left. 

 

3.3 Follow this rising path as it crosses two small streams. After the second stream it rises 

steeply and then swings right up Abbey Clough with the brook below to your left. 

Continue with the path as it climbs steadily with occasional wet patches. When the path 

approaches a stream crossing take the right hand fork, and keep the stream on your left. 

 

3.4. The path rises to a fence corner on your right and swings right (south-westerly) with the 

fence. Continue to a T-junction and turn left to ascend to Lost Lad cairn and memorial 

toposcope. Continue with the path (now flagged) to reach Derwent Edge at Back Tor, with 

the trig point just to your left.   

 

Part 4 Back Tor to Heatherdene Car Park (approx 4 miles) 

 

4.1 Turn right (Southwards) and follow the well defined path along Derwent Edge passing the 

rocky outcrops of Cakes of Bread and Dovestone Tor. The path sweeps gently eastwards 

as you pass the Salt Cellar and Whitestone Tor outcrops. Keep straight ahead at two 

crossing paths. After the second cross path the path narrows as it winds around the top of 

Lead Hill.  

 

4.2 Take care on the stony zigzag path as it descends steeply and reaches a high stone wall. 

Turn left, with wall on your right, and follow the path as it passes behind the Ladybower 

Inn.  Just after the Inn, turn right on the narrow path which drops steeply down to the A57 

road.  

 

4.3 Cross the road and turn right to reach the road junction. Turn left, over the viaduct, for 

300/400 yards to reach Heatherdene car park on your left.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



15 mile route continued 

5.1 Continue ahead at the junction, keeping the wooded area on your right. Go through the 

gate and pass Lockerbrook Farm. After 100 metres approx. the footpath sign points right 

(eastwards). You go along the field edge and into the wooded area above the dams. 

Follow the zigzag path down through the woods until reaching the road where you turn 

left to the National Park Information Centre and picnic area. 

 

NOTE: to view the expanse of the Derwent Dam walk up the road a few yards to the dam 

parapet where you can see the plaque to 617 Squadron. A few yards further on is the 

headstone of Tip’s Grave. Tip was a border collie bitch who in the severe winter of 1955 

………………….. Well, you can read it for yourself; it’s all there on the headstone. 

 

5.2 From the Information Centre, walk across the picnic area in front of the dam wall and 

climb up the path which leads up to the right hand end of the dam, by the dam turret. Turn 

left on the white stone track that heads northwards along the dam perimeter. 

 

5.3 After approx. half a mile take the footpath on your right that  follows the wall of Hancock 

Wood (G.R. 174909) The path rises steeply at first to a cross path near Bamford House 

farm . The gradient eases as you go straight ahead across the open moorland around Green 

Sitches. Follow this winding path South West as it rises gently and intersects the path 

from Back Tor.  

 

5.4 Turn right on the path along Derwent Edge. At the cross path go ahead on the narrow path 

that winds around the head of Lead Hill  

 

Return to Part 4 of the 21 mile route at Para. 4.2 

 

   


