
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE NORTHUMBRIA LDWA 
Hadrian Hotel, Wall 

 
Saturday 26th January 2013 

@ 16.00 hrs 

LONG DISTANCE WALKERS ASSOCIATION 
NORTHUMBRIA GROUP 

 
 
 
Members Present 
 
Chris McDowell, Peter Morrill, Clare Jeffray, Ian Lauriston,  Ian Spencer, John Scott, Adrian Wade, 
Peter Ford, Ian Filtness, George Elliott, Bill Milbourne, Roy Coltman, Pam Brooks, Dave Clifton, 
Barbara Stephens, Nick Hooper, John Davison, Ricky Scott, Ian Millican, Susan Romain-Wade, Conal 
Wade, Non members – Fiona Hartley and Robyn Creighton 
 
Apologies  
 
Diane Smith, Ken Pearson, Barbara Young, Maureen McCracken and Val Liddell 

 
Minutes of AGM 7th January 2012 
 
The minutes were accepted as a true record by Peter Morrill and George Elliott once an amendment 
had been noted in members present, Adrian Wade had been missed from the list. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
None 
 
Chairman’s Report 
 

 Adrian welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the 2012 AGM of the Northumbria Group 
LDWA; the LDWA which celebrated its 40th anniversary this year. The group has had another 
successful year and is still thriving, mainly run by two ladies Chris McDowell, Diane Smith and our 
Treasurer Peter Morrill. 

 
Chris, Group Secretary for the fourth year has been the mainstay in organising and co-ordination of 
the group once again and spends many hours in the administration of the Northumbria group as well 
as Durham Dales Challenge. Adrian informed all that he personally admires Chris’s dedication, 
devotion and hard work she gives to the group and thanked her on behalf of all.  
 
Diane, Walks Secretary for the third year has once again done an excellent job in touting and collating 
walks for the group and making sure it meets Strider deadlines as well being a walk leader. Diane, 
who was not present, was thanked for her hard work. 
 
Thanks to Peter Morrill who has completed his first year as Treasurer and has kept the group finances 
in credit.  
 
Thanks to the remaining committee members for their contributions. 
 
The 23rd Durham Dales Challenge was again another successful event despite the bad weather at 
some checkpoints and the feedback has been very positive. The event could not be such a success if 
it was not for the hard work by Chris McDowell, all the volunteer marshals, Richi Warne from the 
Teesdale and Weardale Search and Mountain Rescue Team, the Raynet Team and Annie and Team 
from the Salvation Army who serve up all the lovely pies from Peggaty's. Thanks to all. 
 
Adrian offered special thanks to  -  
 

 All the members who organised and lead walks in the last year 



 
  

 
 Pam for leading today’s AGM walk 
 Ian Lauriston for organising an excellent weekend at Helvellyn Youth Hostel  
 Sue Nuttall and Peter Ford’s talk on their ascent of Mount Kilimanjaro 
 Catriona’s trek in South America 
 Ian Lauriston’s trip to America in the 1980’s which was educational 

 
As this year was the 40th anniversary of the LDWA and the Queen’s Golden Jubilee the annual 100 
mile event was in London this year starting near to the Olympic Stadium and finishing in Windsor, 
covering some of the Olympic sites and visiting three out of the four memorial sites dedicated to the 
founder members of the LDWA Chris Steer and Alan Blatchford. From Adrian’s mental records 19 
members from Northumbria group entered and all finished. This shows our group is strong, but 
perhaps not the fastest within the LDWA but all fulfilled the challenge. Special mention to Peter Byrne, 
Beryl Anne Massey, Maria Rafferty and George Daglish on completing their first 100; Tony Jenner on 
completing his 10th;Len Fallick who completed his 32nd official 100. Highlights of Adrian’s 100 were the 
Spitfire acrobatic display over Biggin Hill on the Saturday evening and going to a Beer Festival in 
Peaslake and after watching the 100 DVD, Tom Dornan, speechless!!!! Whatever next??  
 
Each group within the LDWA was asked to celebrate in some way during September; a vote was cast 
within the group and the resurrection of the Isaac’s Tea Trail staying in Alston Youth Hostel was 
organised. A successful weekend, thanks to the organiser and walk leader Chris McDowell. 
 
On a sad note Adrian asked that the group remembered the passing away of Allan Rowell. Alan was 
part of the organising committee of the Northumberland 100 as well as a walk leader for the group 
(Alan led the first walk Adrian attended). He is missed by many. 
 
Adrian is concerned about the workload that Chris has, this was mentioned in the 2012 minutes, 
requested that there should be more input from other group members, nothing has changed. Support 
for Chris should be discussed in more depth at the next group meeting in February.  
 
Adrian ended his report by thanking everyone for attending this AGM and wished everyone happy 
walking for 2013. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Peter Morrill gave his summary of the group accounts as follows -  
 
Summary of accounts 
 
The year started with £2572.75 in the bank. 
 
Our main source of income, the Durham Dales Challenge, generated £3234.00. To run the event we 
spent £1798.28 in the current year and £321.80 in the previous year, totalling £2119.08. Overall the 
event made a gross profit of £1114.92. Despite several requests, the invoice from Middleton Field 
Studies Centre has not been received, this is usually £50. 
 
Some of the profits were donated to - 
Raynet £140.00, Teesdale &Weardale Search and Mountain Rescue Team £168.50, Wolsingham 
School Caretaker £20 and the Salvation Army £200 (This was donated after the 2012 financial year 
end, so doesn’t appear on these accounts. 
 
We have not spent anything on 2013’s event. To keep the group as successful as it is, we needed to 
spend some money. This totalled £424.47 and we received £90 in income. A net cost of £334.47. 
Total expenditure for 2012 was £2607.23. Our total income £3380.98. Therefore we made a £773.75 
profit. As at 7th December 2012 there is £3384.00 in the bank. There is one unpaid cheque of £37.50 
 
As mentioned in last year’s report, changes to the Durham Dales Challenge (No Entries on Day and 
Online Entries) could have resulted in a drop in income. This proved pessimistic, and income was 
satisfactorily robust and the profit was a pleasant surprise. 
 
Our bank HSBC, started charging us £6 a month for our account. This was a mistake, as Community 
Accounts are free. After a couple of visits to my local branch and a chat with a charming Customer 
Services Manager, our money was returned with a promise not to do it again! 



 
  

 NORTHUMBRIA GROUP LDWA ACCOUNTS 8.12.11 TO 7.12.12
DURHAM DALES CHALLENGE 2012   

EXPENDITURE INCOME
Expenditure Income

IB Sport Ident £205.92 Entries £3,185.00 SportIdent Charges 205.92 Entries via SportIdent 2177.00
643 Upper Teesdale Estates £30.00 Tea at start £49.00 Premises Hire 165.00 Direct Entries 1008.00
644 Forestry Commission (Hamsterley Forest) £36.00 Food returns £56.98 Permits 66.00
IB Chris McDowell (deposit Van Hire) £177.95 Printing 200.00 Sales of tea at start 49.00
IB Chris McDowell (Badges) £335.60 Van & Fuel 242.95
IB Chris McDowell (Certs) £43.20 Badges 335.60
646 Marie Carter (Refund) £8.00 Food 822.89
IB Chris MacDowell (Misc) £345.31 Misc (Cleaning, Stationery,etc) 72.72
IB Diane Smith (Food) £31.07 Entry Refund 8.00
IB Clare Jeffray (Inkjet Cartridge) £12.99
Cash Caretaker £20.00 £ 2,119.08 £ 3,234.00
Cash Misc. purchases on day (receipts H-M) £8.89
P Morrill (Lamination etc) £7.99 Gross Profit £ 1,114.92
IB Chris McDowell (Van fuel) £65.00
IB Marjorie Wilkinson (Food) £70.00 Donations:
IB Pegotty's Bakery (Food) £450.00 Raynet 140.00
647 Raynet £140.00 T&W Search & Rescue 168.50
648 T&W Search & rescue £168.50 Caretaker 20.00
IB Mike Rayner (Food) £26.34 Salvation Army £ 200.00

£ 528.50
SUBTOTAL EXPENDITURE £2,182.76 SUBTOTAL INCOME £3,290.98

Net Profit £ 586.42
641 Anchor Inn (AGM food) £131.25 Meal deposits AGM £54.00
642 Ian Laurinston (Flowers) £25.97 Refund of bank charges £36.00 Please note that this sheet includes expenditure made in the previous year and next year, 
IB Diane Smith (Flowers) £15.00 and is intended for information only, not as a balance sheet for 2012.
Cash Float C. McDowell (Misc Purchases receipts A-G) £52.15
IB C. McDowell (Postage) £39.60
DR Bank Charges (x 6) £36.00
IB Diane Smith (Reps meeting) £37.50
649 Ninebanks YHA (Isaacs Tea Trail) £37.50
IB C. McDowell (Anniv. Weekend meal)) £49.50

SUBTOTAL EXPENDITURE £424.47 SUBTOTAL INCOME £90.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £2,607.23 TOTAL INCOME £3,380.98

IB = Internet banking transfer
PROFIT 2012 £773.75

BROUGHT FORWARD FROM 2011 £2,572.75

Previous Years' Profit and Loss      2007 (£100.29) Current Balance £ 3,346.50
2008 £506.42
2009 (£125.14) plus uncashed cheques £ 37.50
2010 £92.00
2011 (£562.39) Matches with bank statement £3,384.00

1. DURHAM DALES CHALLENGE 2012

2. OTHER

 
 
 
 



 
  

 
Walk Secretary’s Report 
 
Ian Lauriston delivered this report on behalf of Diane Smith. Diane is currently touring the temples of Angor 
Wat in Cambodia. Diane thanks everyone for supporting her in the role as Northumbria LDWA’s walks 
secretary throughout 2012, especially those who have stepped in at short notice when she was unable to 
lead her walks. 
 
Northumbria has seen yet another excellent year of walking. It may be pure co-incidence but the group 
completed 40 programmed walks in the associations’ 40th anniversary year. This was split between 27 
weekend group social walks, 5 evening walks and 8 weekday wanders. It is good to see that the introduction 
of evening and weekday walks continued to be popular.   
 
Diane often feels that she will suffer writers block whilst attempting to find new ways to thank the small core 
of regular and willing volunteers who time after time rally to the call, submit and then lead walks. So quite 
simply put ‘A BIG THANK YOU’ to – 
 
Chris McDowell, Ian Lauriston, Jim Arden, John Scott, Pam Brooks, Keith Chetwood, Roy Coltman, Bob 
Shuttle, Adrian Wade, Barbara Young, Marjorie Wilkinson, Dave Clifton, Paul Ashman, Paul Nellist, Jackie 
Ritchie and someone called Smith who may have led one or two! Without you we quite simply wouldn’t have 
a group! Welcome aboard Paul Nellist, Dave Clifton and Jackie Ritchie as new leaders. We’ve got you now! 
Also, a special mention to Roy who stepped in at very short notice when John Scott was poorly, rather than 
cancel the walk, Roy led it. 
 
Ian produced a powerpoint presentation which detailed the following information collated over the year in an 
easier reading format, this makes interesting viewing and is available to anyone who would like to see it. 
 
We have walked from Cresswell in the east, Helvellyn in the west, Hethpool in the north and Gunnerside in 
the south covering a total of 643 miles.  Representing a split of 522 miles on group weekend walks; 70 miles 
on weekday wanders and 51 miles on evening walks. 
 
There has been a total of 625 walkers throughout the year. Split between 517 on group social walks, 34 on 
weekday wanders and 74 on evening walks. 26 members of other LDWA branches joined us and 62 visitors 
who were not members of the association.  
 
The highest turnout was a record breaking 49 on the AGM walk from Whittonstall in January. Whilst Roy may 
have thought he had it in the bag for the booby prize, with only himself, Clare Jaffrey and John Woodhouse 
braving a snowy day at Ingram in April, he was pipped to the post by Diane. Diane was accompanied by 
George Elliott from Cresswell the following week! It has been considered that 2012 has been appalling year 
weather wise. However, our statistics would appear to show otherwise. The group member who attended the 
most walks this year was none other than Gordon Barras who completed 25; in contrast to 13 members (who 
shall remain nameless) who walked only once.  
 
Diane’s ‘Your Starter for 64’ walk in April, which George and her thoroughly enjoyed, was the first of a series 
of circular walks to complete the Northumberland Coastal path. Four sections have now been covered; 
congratulations to George who is the only member to have finished them all. Hopefully the remaining two 
sections will be programmed as linear walks using public transport in late 2013. 
 
In September The Isaac’s Tea Trail provided a very good play on words for our group’s celebration of the 
LDWA’s 40th anniversary. Our ‘Anyone For–Tea’ weekend based at Alston YHA with a celebratory meal was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. Thanks again to Chris McDowell for organising the hostel and leading the 
walk. 
 
Two further group weekends were held at Helvellyn YHA in February and Ambleside in July. Both proved 
very popular despite challenging weather conditions on both occasions. Thanks to Ian Lauriston and Paul 
Ashman for organising these weekends.  
 
In November Diane represented the group at the Local Representatives weekend at Ironbridge YHA. There 
were many interesting and valuable items on the agenda to report back to the group. Diane definitely feels 
that her regular attendance at these meetings is of great benefit. It helps the group have a greater 
understanding of administrative decisions and procedures that are discussed at national level. But most 
importantly, it is pleasing to see the high esteem in which Northumbria is regarded throughout the 
association. 
 



 
  

 
The walk programmes are now uploaded until early September and looks like another great year walking on 
many varied routes. Diane has asked the group whilst they sit indoors throughout the winter months don’t 
forget to get the maps out and see what walks can be devised for the autumn programme. We will also need 
submissions for our popular summer evening walks programme.   
 
Walk leaders are encouraged to give their walks quirky titles to spice up the walk programme; a vote was 
placed once again on 2012s’ titles and the winners were as follows -  
 
Joint 6th, all with 4 votes  
 

 Black Adam – Chris McDowell 
 Wor hoose to the wall = Pam Brooks and Keith Chetwood 
 Your starter for 64 – Diane Smith 
 Geordie Geocaching – Adrian Wade 
 Daisy returns with an Oscar – Barbara Young 
 We’ll come up with something – Marjorie Wilkinson and Diane Smith 
 Rodent route at Auckland Castle – Paul Ashman and Paul Nellist 

 
5th with 5 votes 
 

 Antman’s Ambleside Amble – Paul Ashman and Paul Nellist  
 
4th with 6 votes 
 

 Who’s gunner be led up the gill – Jim Arden     
 
3rd with 7 votes 
  

 You ain’t seen no fin yet – Diane Smith 
 
2nd with 9 votes 
 

 Seven hils with a fridge on your back – Jackie Ritchie 
 
1st with 10 votes 
 

 A dove, a drake and possibly a duck – Chris McDowell 
 
Prizes were distributed to those members present. Diane thanks Alan at Great Outdoors, Shiremoor for the 
most generous prizes for the competition. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
Group Meetings 
 
Group meetings continue monthly and are held on the first Tuesday of the month.  There have been between 
3 and 23 members in attendance.  
 
Meeting were largely given to discussions around LDWA / group matters, however twice there were 23 
members attending talks given by Catriona Mulligan, Patagonia and Ian Lauriston, “a walking retrospective” 
and 18 members attended Sue Nuttall and Peter Ford’s talk on their adventures whilst climbing Kilimanjaro. 
Big thanks to them all for the wonderful entertainment.  
 
Chris asked member present if they’ve journeyed and had photos to back it up which would interest the 
group to let her know so that they can be booked you into the meeting programme. Chris asked if anyone 
had any ideas about who or what they would like to be included in the meetings again to let her know. 
 
Durham Dales 
 
There was a great turn out for this year's Durham Dales Challenge with a total of 276 competitors taking 
part – 
 
105 competitors on the 30 mile route, 93 completed, 12 retired 
171 competitors on the 16 mile route, all completed 



 
  

 
 
Numbers slightly up on 2011 which is encouraging, there were 53 no-shows and 8 cancelled before the 
event with 7 of them to late to receive a refund.  
 
Once again a great result even though the weather was against us with an unforeseen river that had burst its 
banks, however thanks to George Elliott’s quick response an alternative route was found and information 
relayed to Blackton Beck checkpoint. Well done to all involved with the day without your help we would not 
have such a successful event. 
 
In previous years there has been a huge amount of work created by those competitors leaving their entry 
until the day. This was stopped for the first time in 2012 and we did not lose out on numbers as first thought; 
it made catering and checkpoint preparation much easier and of course leaving Chris time to sort out any 
unforeseen queries. 
 
Another great help was the use of the Sportident for entries; this is being used again for 2013 and by 2014 
postal entries will not be accepted.  
 
A further change was the mass start, this proved much better for administration purposes and, there were no 
problems with the checkpoints not opening in time. A bucket drop was introduced at the last moment for the 
first checkpoint, which was a huge success, thanks to Adrian Wade and Alan Newton for preparing this. The 
bucket drop will continue and will be written into the route description for this and future years (amazingly 
many competitors had never heard of this and one or two discs went missing but were located in their 
pockets and returned) 
 
The entry costs have increased for 2013 and if the profit remains constant (around the £700 mark) there 
maybe a freeze on the price for 2014. This of course will very much depend on inflation, currently all permits, 
fuel and checkpoint costs have increased considerably.  Another consideration for the 2013 event is that 
Chris and one other will be required to gain a certificate in Food Hygiene, a requirement imposed by Durham 
County Council and of course a further cost to the event. 
 
Fifty pence was donated to Teesdale and Weardale Search & Mountain Rescue Team from each entrant ? 
and they received a cheque for £168.50 last year, thank you letter received. 
 
Salvation Army donation was accepted this year and the group were able to help fund Christmas presents 
for approximately 150 children from the £200 we donated. For those of you who don’t know, the Salvation 
Army run the kitchen for the event. 
 
The individual checkpoint items being packed into boxes ready for delivery to the checkpoints saved time. 
Some of the equipment was not cleaned or replenished but this is definitely the way forward. So much so 
plastic boxes have been purchased in place of the cardboard ones, these should be more durable. One of 
the tents was set alight and one took off in the wind causing poles to be bent, thankfully neither of them were 
damaged beyond repair and will live to tell another tale.  
 
Durham County Council have enforce that a Food Hygiene certificate must be held by at least one person 
working at HQ, they will not let the school to us without. Chris and Clare Jeffray will be taking this in due 
course to suffice the Council. The request for all marshals’s to be CRB checked has been dropped, think 
they realised that they were not following changes to legislation. 
 
Membership 
 
This year has seen an increase of 17 new members, not as good as last year where there was 52. However 
the majority of those who joined have been regular attendees, one of whom joined on the back of enjoying 
his day on the Durham Dales and the hospitality from all involved. 
 
A change to the LDWA membership process has created more work. Chris now has to check the database 
periodically to check for new members. Previously an email used to be sent to Chris when someone joined. 
 
100 marshalling  
 
Chris agreed on behalf of the group to take on a checkpoint at this year’s Camel-Teign Ivor’s Dream 100 Sat 
25th – Mon 27th May 2013 Devon and Cornwall100 and next year’s in Valleys, Wales.  



 
  

 
Chris is currently looking for another couple of volunteers to join the 6 already confirmed members who will 
be looking after the Baggage CP9 in Tavistock at the Kelly College Prep School. GR474 735 57.8 miles 
which opens Sat 23.00hrs closes Sun 14.00. 

The Valleys 100 – the group has been invited to run the indoor checkpoint at Abercynon, which is CP5 
positioned at 37ml, as yet there are a couple of volunteers to join me here but I shall be looking for more. 
More details will follow.  
 
Chris feels that this is a great opportunity for the group to give back something to the LDWA, after all many 
volunteers helped us run the Durham and Northumbria 100’s. It is a good experience and can be great fun. 
So please offer your services. There will be a group sweatshirt for those attending and £50 per car towards 
fuel costs. The organising group often reimburse the volunteer groups with expenses but this all dependable 
on the profits made. Due to the funds raised through careful management of the Durham Dales we are in a 
position to offer this small thanks. 
 
Website development 
 
The website continues to be up-dated with news, information and photographs; however it is mainly with 
news and photographs supplied by Chris; she asked that there was more input from other members. Chris 
asked that members logged onto the website from time to time and see what has been happening / and what 
is forthcoming within the group, this is a good media to promote any changes to group walks etc. 
 
Hours of work  
 
Chris has completed another study of time spent as Group Secretary. From January 2012 to the end of the 
year she completed in excess of 325 hours which is approx 125 hours less than 2011.Chris felt that this is 
due to the changes made to the Durham Dales and the entry process. This is still a lot of volunteer hours 
devoted to the group on top of a full time job, but Chris is very proud to lead the Northumbria Group and 
show the rest of the LDWA what we are about. Of course ………without all the members we would not have 
such an up and coming group. 
 
Finally, Chris thanked everyone involved with the group and here’s to great 2013. We should give ourselves 
a big pat on the back as we really are doing very well in comparison to where we were 5 years ago and our 
status within the LDWA continues to be recognised, we actually have articles and photographs appearing in 
Strider, well done to all who submit. 
 
Election of Officers for 2013 
 
Chair:  Adrian Wade 
Secretary:  Chris McDowell 
Treasurer:  Peter Morrill 
Walk Secretary:  Diane Smith 
Committee Members:   Ian Spencer, Nick Hooper, Clare Jeffray and John Scott 
 
AOB 
 
Evening programme – all were in favour of another summer evening walks programme. Adrian Wade, Ian  
Lauriston and John Scott have offered walks so far. 
 
Dogs on walks – long discussions about this subject. Further clarification is required from LDWA. Nick  
Hooper has offered to look into this. 
 
Non members on walks – all leaders were requested to ensure they received emergency contact  
details of any non members attending their walks. Susie Romain-Wade welcomed two potential new  
members to the group. 
 
In recognition of how much the group really value Chris’s contributions to the group she was  
presented with a bouquet of flowers from Ian Lauriston on behalf of everyone 
 
Meeting closed at 18.00 hrs 
 
Signed  



 
  

 

 
Chris McDowell 
Group Secretary for the Northumbria Group LDWA 


