Wellington Boot 2011
The three years since the last Wellington Boot seem to have passed very quickly and it was time to start all over again

 The booking of the halls went very smoothly this time and I turned my attention to the route. 
In the first 10 miles, two footpaths were closed, one because of an unsafe bridge over the Tone and the other because of a new housing estate. After such a bad start the rest of the route was OK. In fact much improved with many stiles being replaced with kissing gates and the bog after CP 7 had been avoided by installing a board walk and the very muddy track after Culmstock Beacon had been resurfaced.
The facilities at the rugby Club were also much improved ( £250,00.0 being spent ) and new showers and changing rooms were in place with ladies and men’s being separated.

After enjoying beautiful weather on the previous two weekends of the Giant’s daughter and the |Bath Beat I feared the worst. However the weather stayed good and we enjoyed almost perfect conditions, a big help to the organisation.

We accepted 170 entries of which 145 started. 125 completed the walk with 20 having to retire for various reasons.

The first entrants completed the course in 14 hours 35 minutes and everyone was back at the finish before 9am. 33 entries completed the triple and were awarded the certificate and badge.

 No matter how much planning goes into staging an event something always crops up at the last minute.

 This year it was CP1 at Yarde Farm. I rang the farmer 6 weeks ago and he said he was happy for us to come there and I said we would ring him a couple of days beforehand.
 Unfortunately we were unable to contact him, his mobile was answered in Japanese and his land line was no longer in use. It turned out that he had left Yarde Farm and a Mr Reed man had taken over. Luckily he knew were coming and was happy to accommodate us.

 On the Friday morning I received a text message from my son who had fractured his elbow in a cycle accident and was in Southampton hospital. He had agreed to fill several posts. Thankfully our group members quickly agreed to step in and fill the gaps.
 We hoped you enjoyed the event even if you did not complete the whole 100km and we will see you again on the Wye 50 next year.

 Thank you for coming

 David Hooper

 Walk Organiser.

 Lost property

 I still have a pair of unclaimed trainers and a pair of glasses which were left at the Base. 

Wellington Boot 2011

This type of event means a lot of work and we were fortunate to have a large group of willing helpers and friends both from our group, Dorset and Bristol and West. Thanks to all who helped to make this event a success. 

This is a list of who did what 

Printing and Entries 
Annette Merchant 
Car Park

 David Graham, Brian Guy , Linda McCarthy 
 Registration

 David Hooper, Norman Evans, Roy Ramsey, Roy Zelionka.
Tea at the start
 Jean Ayling, Anne Evans

Clippers 

Terry Bound, Brian Guy, David Graham, Linda McCarthy
CP1
 Dorset Group: Deidre Flegg, Mike Childs, Al Rodger, Bill and Sue Peach, Jane Hopcraft, Janet Maughan, John Stuart,  Jim Butler
 Lydeard Hill 

Jean and Jim Ayling 

CP2 Holford 

Richard Manson, Steve and Cath Callard,   Roy Ramsey, Michael Benison
CP3  Monksilver         Hazel and Terry Bound, Deidre Flegg,   Mike Childs, Kieran  Ryan, Al Rodger, Ray and Jan Crook, Barry and Rose Olver, Mike Benison 
CP4  Huish  
 Annie and George Foot. Anne and Norman Evans, David Hooper, Sarah Hooper, Kerry Pugh, Viv and Roy Zelionka.
CP5 Ashbrittle 
Sue and Mike Smith, Denise Searle, and Barry Weston
CP6 Uffculme 
Bristol and West Group: Richard Denby, Jill Wilkins, Madeline Dingstone, Phil King, Tony Grimes
CP7


 Rose and Barry Olver, Viv Zelionka
Finish 


Roy Zelionka, Norman Evans
Breakfast 
Annie Foot, Jean and Jim Ayling, David Hooper, Viv Zelionka, Anne and Norman Evans, Sarah Hooper
Transport 

David Graham, Brian Guy, and Linda McCarthy

Sweep team 

Tim Crosby, Jim Guy 
Typing,
 food supplies  Mary Hooper

Marshals Walk 
Annette and Les Merchant, Rose Wood, Sue and Mike Smith, Rose Olver
Route Checking 
David Hooper, Jean and Jim Ayling, Jan Fawcett

Results
 

Annette Merchant

Badge and Certificate Design
 Les and Annette Merchant

Thanks to the Quantock Hills Warden Service for help and advice

Wessex Water for permission to use their paths and keeping the gate open late for us.

Local farmer Mr Bone for allowing the use of permissive path and Mr Reed for allowing us to set up the check point at Yarde farm

Thanks to anyone else who helped and I may have forgotten 

 Finally  a special thank you to the steward of Wellington Rugby Club for help and co-operation in making things easy for us.
David Hooper

